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Application for Assessment Practising Certificate 2009-10
Patoss Assessment Practising Certificates are valid for 3 years, and are only issued to Patoss members. If you are not a member please complete and enclose the appropriate Patoss membership application form and payment with this application.
PERSONAL DETAILS (Please complete in BLOCK CAPITALS)

LAST NAME: 
FIRST NAME
.

(Dr/Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss)

ADDRESS: 



  POST CODE: ……………………………………

TEL: 

    FAX: ………………………………………………

EMAIL: 


	Please supply the following information 

	Relevant SpLD teaching and assessment qualification(s) and experience. Please give details of dates/course title/qualification gained, and enclose a copy of your certificate(s) or pass slip(s) with your application.   

	Patoss Full Membership number:
	
	

	

	· I agree to work within current legislation and guidance relating to SpLD which is relevant to the particular phase of education in which I am involved. 

	· I have read the Patoss Code of Ethics and agree to abide by it.

	Signature:
	
	Date:

	Print Name: 
	


Payments Required

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Practising Certificate for 3 years (must be paid to receive Practising Certificate)
£90 
If you are not a Patoss member, submit an application by completing the appropriate form and send it with your membership fee with this Practising Certificate Application. [See Join Patoss on the Patoss website. (This includes a mandatory fee of £15 levied by SASC for listing on their website.)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I enclose a cheque for £ ………………….  payable to Patoss Ltd
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Please debit my MasterCard / Visa / Delta / Switch Maestro / Other …………………………………………………
Card no:   


Start date:  


Expiry date:  


Switch Maestro Issue no:  
Signature: …………………………………………………………………………
Date: ……………………………….

NB Evidence submitted for the application is non-returnable. Applicants are advised to retain copies of all documents submitted.

	OFFICE USE ONLY
	APPLICATION RECD:
	PAYMENT RECD:



	DIPLOMA RED:
	PRACTISING CERTIFICATE VALID FROM:

TO:

	PAYMENT METHOD:  

 CHEQUE        CARD        

	ACTION
	CERTIFICATE SENT:
	CERTIFICATE NUMBER


Send completed forms to 

Patoss
PO Box 10

Evesham, Worcs

WR11 1ZW

Be sure to include appropriate payments and signed membership application form if you are not already a Patoss member.

Patoss Practising Certificates in SpLD Assessment Now Available for Patoss Full Members
All Patoss members holding Full Membership qualify, on the basis of their current qualifications, for a Practising Certificate in SpLD Assessment. The certificate is valid for 3 years from the date of issue and costs £90 to cover the 3-year period. (This includes a mandatory fee of £15 levied by SASC for listing on their website.) Membership must be maintained to keep your certificate valid throughout this period.
Complete the enclosed application form and send the requisite fee to register for and receive your Current Practising Certificate in SpLD Assessment.
Individuals with other qualifications in SpLD assessment will be able to apply for a Practising Certificate based on APL/APE (accreditation of prior learning/ accreditation of prior experience). Further guidance on this process is available on the website and from the Patoss office.
The Practising Certificate in SpLD Assessment
Frequently Asked Questions
1. Why do we need a Practising Certificate in assessment?

In recent years the demand for diagnostic assessments of specific learning difficulties has grown considerably. Assessments are increasingly needed for specific purposes such as determining the right to Access Arrangements in examinations and the eligibility for the Disabled Student Allowances. Such assessments were until comparatively recently the province of educational psychologists but, as the demand for assessments has grown, specialist teachers with qualifications in the assessment of specific learning difficulties have become more and more involved in this field.

As a result of this, pressure for effective monitoring of standards in assessment has grown – both from those bodies such as the DfES or the Joint Council who use assessment reports to make important decisions and from within the profession itself. The DfES was responsible for setting up a working group to consider the whole question of assessments for eligibility for the Disabled Student Allowances and as many specialist teachers are aware, this working group has produced useful guidance, for example, on procedures, the choice of tests and the format of assessment reports for this particular purpose. The final report is due to be released this summer.

In addition the working group recognised and emphasised in its report the need for some means of monitoring the quality of assessments, not on a case-by-case basis, but by ensuring that assessments were carried out by people who possessed requisite knowledge and skills to do the job to the highest professional standards. The quality of an assessment and subsequent report depends primarily on the knowledge and skills of the assessor, rather than the selection of tests used. 

It is from this set of circumstances that the impetus has come for a Practising Certificate in Assessment which: 

· encourages continuing professional development in the skills of assessment

· recognises and awards these skills

· is valid for a set period of time only and then will need to be renewed

· provides a focus for training to enable specialist teachers to achieve the requisite skills

2. What is meant by a Practising Certificate?

A Practising Certificate is one which recognises not only professional achievement but also a commitment to continuing professional development (CPD). Practising Certificates have to be renewed on a regular basis. Therefore those wishing to hold or renew a Practising Certificate will be required to demonstrate this commitment by showing how they have regularly updated their professional skills through study, professional discussion, training and practice. 

3. When will I need a Practising Certificate?

If you do assessments for Disabled Student Allowances you need a Practising Certificate from academic year 2007/08. Your Practising Certificate will have a currency of 3 years. [You must maintain your membership of the issuing professional body to keep your certificate valid] After it is issued you will need to update your Certificate by providing evidence of CPD [undertaken in the 3-year certification period] in the skills of assessment which are practical and relevant to your work situation.

4. What kind of continuing professional development should I do?

CPD may take place through study, professional discussion, training and practice. 

It is important to maintain logs containing evidence of ongoing learning and practice in order to build up a CPD portfolio. Evidence may include:

· records of practical experience (e.g. recent assessment reports; evidence of advice and guidance given to students, parents and other professionals)

· records of correct use of up-to-date materials

· records of attendance on relevant courses 

· records of attendance at conferences/ day courses

· witness statements

· records of reading relevant to assessment 

· records of self evaluation and reflection on practice.


5. I am already providing diagnostic assessments for DSA, do I need a practising certificate? 

Yes, for diagnostic assessments for DSA carried out from September 2008, assessors to hold a current Practising Certificate in SpLD Assessment will be required. 

6. Do I have to belong to the Professional Association of Teachers of Students with Specific Learning Difficulties (Patoss) or Dyslexia Action to get a practising certificate? 

Dyslexia Action and Patoss are currently offering such certificates for specialist teachers. You must belong to one of these organisations to get a Practising Certificate from them. And you must maintain your membership throughout the 3 year issue period to maintain validity of your Certificate. 

Other teaching and training organisations will be offering this feature, either as part of initial training or CPD, but any training or certification so provided will have to be approved by the SASC (The National Committee on Standards in SpLD Assessment Training and Practice) as meeting the standards of the SpLD Working Group 2005/DfES Guidelines. Details of SASC and approved organisations will be listed on the SASC website, www.sasc.org.uk; Patoss website, www.patoss-dyslexia.org; the BDA website, www-bdadyslexia.org.uk., and Dyslexia Action website, www.dyslexiaaction.org.uk.




Payment by Cheque / Credit or Debit Card











ApplicationforAPCRoute1July09
www.patoss-dyslexia.org

