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Professor Maggie Snowling is 

President of St. John’s College at 

the University of Oxford.  

 

Maggie completed her first degree 

at Bristol and her doctorate at 

University College London. She is 

also professionally qualified as a 

clinical psychologist. She was 

awarded the British Psychological 

Society Presidents' Award (2003) 

and the Samuel T Orton Award of 

the International Dyslexia 

Association (2005); she is Past-

President of the Society for the 

Scientific Study of Reading and 

former Joint Editor of the Journal of 

Child Psychology and Psychiatry. 

She served on Sir Jim Rose’s Expert 

Advisory Group on provision for 

Dyslexia and was an expert 

member of the Education for All: 

Fast Track Initiative group in 

Washington DC in 2011.  

 

Maggie has been awarded 

honorary doctorates from 

Goldsmiths London (2010), 

University College London (2014) 

and Warwick University (2016) for 

contributions to the science of 

reading and dyslexia.  

She is Fellow of the British 

Academy, Fellow of the Academy 

of Medical Sciences and Fellow of 

the Academy of Social Sciences. 

She was appointed CBE for 

services to science and the 

understanding of dyslexia in 2016.  

 

Keynote Speech 

Prof Maggie Snowling 

Keynote Speech: 

Language skills are the foundation of learning to read and many 

children with dyslexia have language difficulties. This talk will 

present findings from a longitudinal study of children at high-risk 

of dyslexia either because of preschool speech and language 

difficulties or because of a first degree affected relative, from age 

3 to 8 years will follow.  

 

Evidence suggests that poor phonology is a shared risk factor 

between familial dyslexia and developmental language disorder 

but there are also differences and the developmental picture is 

complex. It will be argued, in line with the critical age hypothesis, 

that children who enter school with a persistent speech or 

language impairment are most at risk of reading problems. 

Closing a virtuous circle from theory to application, the talk will 

present implications for screening and intervention.  

  
 

Timetable: 
 

8.30am - 9.30am      Registration 

9.30am  - 11.00am     Conference opened  

        by Lynn Greenwold, OBE, CEO Patoss 

        Keynote Address by Prof Maggie Snowling 

11.00am - 11.30am      Refreshments 

11.30am - 12.45pm     Morning Seminar 

12.45pm - 02.15pm      Lunch 

12.45pm - 01.20pm     Local Groups Meeting (Optional) 

01.30pm - 02.00pm     AGM (Optional) 

02.15pm - 03.30pm      Afternoon Seminar 

03.40pm - 04.30pm     Topical Address: Lynn Greenwold (Optional) 

         5.00pm     Close 

Language and Dyslexia:  Current Research  



3 Seminars 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Judy Capener 

Age Range: Key Stage 3 & 4 

Morning Seminar Only 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Sue Francis 

Age Range: Key Stage 1 & 2 

Afternoon Seminar Only 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sally-Ann Morrison 

Age Range: All 

(SASC Authorised 

1 hour 15 minutes) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Clare Trott  

Age Range: HE 

Know your Latin Roots and Crack the Meaning of Thousands of English Words with Judy 

Capener 
 

A deep connection exists between vocabulary knowledge, reading comprehension and 

academic success. Learners moving through their education face increasing numbers of 

unfamiliar words in school texts/reading material, which are not in their spoken 

vocabulary.  They have not only to decode them but, more importantly, attach meaning. 

The majority of these will have been ‘borrowed’ from Latin. Understanding and knowing 

how these Latin words work can be a powerful tool in unlocking new vocabulary. 
 

The workshop explores how awareness of affixes, base words found in everyday vocabulary, 

transfers to the structure of Latin ones, and the logic in the patterns and meaning of the 

word parts. It will focus on strategies to help learners from KSt2 upwards analyse new 

words to unlock their meaning and make connections with related ones, and show how as a 

bonus grammatical, expressive vocabulary and spelling skills improve. It will also provide a 

fascinating exploration for teachers. No prior knowledge of Latin necessary! 

Make Words a Priority – an Introduction to Teaching Vocabulary Knowledge with Sue 

Francis 
 

A rich vocabulary supports learning and is tightly related to reading comprehension. To be a 

proficient reader you need to be able not only to decode words but more importantly, 

attach meaning to them. To be a successful writer and to be able to convey ideas effectively 

you need to have command of a rich variety of words.  
 

This workshop will investigate how we come to ‘know’ new words and the levels of 

knowledge. It will introduce the concept of Beck’s three tiers of vocabulary knowledge to 

help you select the words that will have the most impact, including how to work with 

vocabulary to ensure a good understanding to support listening and comprehension.  

Keeping the Learner at the Heart of the Assessment Process: from Impact to 

Recommendations with Sally-Ann Morrison (SASC authorised 1 hr 15 mins)  
 

Undeniably, the aim of a diagnostic assessment is not only to answer the ‘Am I dyslexic?’ 

question, but also to provide ways forward to allow the individual to achieve in their studies, 

or succeed more readily in employment. Integral to this process is the identification of the 

potential impact of our findings on the individual in the environment they are returning 

to.  Why does what we have found matter? 
 

This workshop aims to look at the ‘so what’ of assessment. Assessors will have the 

opportunity to work through some common assessment findings and consider their 

potential impact in real situations with real individuals. Assessors will then be equipped to 

build positive recommendations that are genuinely individualised and of practical use. This 

interactive session is suitable for diagnosticians working with all age groups and will aim to 

explore how, by working in this way ,we are able to keep the learner at the heart of the 

process. 

Dyslexia and Dyscalculia: Exploring the Mathematical Issues in Higher Education with Clare 

Trott 
 

In the context of dyslexia, the workshop will consider reading and writing mathematics as 

well as memory for mathematics. The session will also consider dyscalculia and the impact 

on Higher Education studies, particularly the unexpected statistical modules that frequently 

occur. The session will seek to show some of the differences between dyslexia with maths 

difficulties and dyscalculia and highlight some possible ways forward. 

 



4 Seminars/Local Groups 

Rachel Simpson 

Age Range: HE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Paul Adler 

Age Range: All 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Dr Susan Wilkinson 

Morning: Key Stages 1 & 2 

Afternoon: Key Stages 3 & 4 

The Patoss Local Groups network works with Patoss, providing complementary services for the benefit of Local Group 
members and local communities. Local Groups will meet in the Junior Common Room at lunch time. Local Groups aim to: 

• give professional support to their members 

• provide a forum for members to exchange ideas and information 

• encourage links between teachers and with other professionals working in the field of specific learning difficulties 
promote fuller understanding of specific learning difficulties. 

Any individual member of Patoss is eligible to join a Patoss Local Group along with other interested professionals or 
individuals. Having a wide range of members and attendees helps Local Groups to fulfil their aims. 

The Local Groups Network 

Sample of Exhibitors: 
• Cambridge House Dyslexia                                    

• Learning Materials Ltd 

• Phonic Books Ltd    

• Scanning Pens Shop 

• SEN Books 

The AGM will take place in the Sir Alexander Fleming Building, 
large lecture theatre from 1.30-2.00pm.  

 
Attendance is optional. If interested please come along on the 
day  

What is Academic Language, Why do Academics and Professionals Use it, and How  

Can we Help our Students to Build Academic Language Skills? with Rachel Simpson 
 

“I have used lots of long words and made my sentences longer because my module tutor 

has told me to use academic language.” This misconception – that “academic language” 

means “long and complex” – is common not only amongst students but also amongst some 

university staff, and can lead to work which is extremely difficult to understand. This session 

will consider how we can use examples of accessible and obscure academic writing to help 

students recognise: What academic language is; Why academic language is useful; Ways in 

which academic language is sometimes misused and how we can we differentiate between 

good and bad. 
 

The session will then use a case study to explore a range of strategies and resources for 

developing a student’s academic language skills and knowledge and to share ideas. 

Impact of Visual Problems on Learning with Paul Adler 
 

This workshop will explain why vision is so important and how basic issues can negatively 

impact on learning. A combination of discussion and demonstrations will help delegates to 

understand the effect that defects of sight and eye muscle problems can have on reading, 

and will provide an understanding of the complexity of visual processing in reading. A basic 

check list will be provided to help teachers to elicit potential visual problems. 
 

Tips will be shared on to how spot those with signs of visual difficulties and how to use this 

knowledge to help those who find the visual aspects difficult. In the workshop we will 

discuss how to access appropriate eyecare advice. Tips will be provided on strategies that 

might make the visual aspects of reading easier in the classroom and at home. 

Improving Emotional Literacy - The Foundation for Better Mental Health in Schools with 

Dr Susan Wilkinson 
 

We are facing a potential crisis with regards to the mental health of children and young 

people in this country. Young Minds reports that 3 children in every classroom have a 

diagnosable mental disorder and that 90% of school leaders have reported an increase in 

the last 5 years in the number of students experiencing anxiety, stress, low mood or 

depression; and the Department of Health’s ‘Future in Mind’ (2015) reports that ‘one in ten 

children needs support or treatment for mental health problems’. 

Dr Wilkinson will present 2 different seminars—see website for full details 


