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>ŽĐĂů�'ƌŽƵƉ��ĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ�KĸĐĞƌ 
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I am struck by the fantastic variety 
and the highly professional nature 
of the CPD that Local Groups are 
providing. The Annual Return forms, 
submitted at this time each year, 
show the range of people who can 
benefit from these CPD events. 
They also show the services that 
Groups offer; websites and social 
media pages, advice and 
guidance, information circulation, 
as an example.  Especially 
impressive is the number of Groups 
running resource libraries, some of 
which have been built up to 
become very well stocked with 
books, tests and teaching 
resources. These resources are 
available to Group members and, 
in some cases, to non-members 
which is a great benefit to local 
communities. 

The annual reports hold great value 
for Patoss and Local Groups as they 
provide a wealth of information 
which is used, not just for the co-
ordination and management of 
grants, but for promotion purposes 
too. This very Local Focus is born 
from the information provided in 
those reports and is emailed out to 
all national Patoss members three 
times per year. It also gets 
circulated within the groups 
themselves and often helps 

committees source the best 
speakers and plan their future 
programmes.  The information 
gathered is also used to populate 
the content in the individual Local 
Group pages found on the Patoss 
website, which provides 
promotional information to the 
wider general public and members 
alike.   

From a perspective of being able to 
extend support to Local Groups, 
the regular reports and interactions 
help Patoss to keep in touch with 
developments and changes, 
enabling relevant support to be 
extended to each Local Group as 
needed.  As we find ourselves 
working towards a more symbiotic 
relationship, we see nuances and 
developments within the sector at a 
local level, addressed through the 
impressive networking and range of 
CPD offered by the Local Groups, 
and Patoss is able to provide the 
overarching perspective with CPD 
that reflects and supports the 
broader professional community.   

With this in mind, we would like to 
invite our Local Group committees 
to encourage their wider audience 
to attend the Patoss 2019 Annual 
Conference on Saturday 30th 
March, where individuals will be >>> 
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able to further develop their knowledge, 
professional skills and open networking 
opportunities with other professionals and Local 
Groups.  

This year’s conference hosts some of the top SpLD 
specialists in their given profession including 
Professor Dorothy Bishop who will be giving our 
Keynote Address on ‘Developmental Language 
Disorder’.  In addition the following seminars and 
workshops are designed to look at the current 
practical issues within the sector: 

¡ Positive Dyslexia with Professor Rod Nicolson 

¡ Applied Speech and Language Strategies to 
Support Learners with Dyslexia with Helen 
Driver 

¡ Dynamic Assessment of Early Reading with 
Paula Clarke 

¡ Reading Comprehension with Bernadette 
McLean 

¡ Adult Tricky Profiles with Colleen Pearson 

¡ Standard Test: Academic Achievement 
Battery (AAB) with Louise Green 

To find out more about the conference or book, 
take a look at: 
www.patoss-dyslexia.org/conference 

I would just like to thank all the individuals who 
provide their time and energy in supporting and 
growing our Patoss Local Groups. The work you do 
really is appreciated not just by us but also by the 
wide range of people involved in the SpLD/SEN 
field, who benefit from the networking opportunities 
and professional services you all offer.  

The Patoss Local Groups Network provides complementary services to the National Patoss, for the benefit of Local 
Groups members and their local communities.  
 
Local Groups aim to:  
 
Give professional support to their members 
 
Provide a forum for members to exchange ideas and information 
 
Encourage links between teachers and with other professionals working in the field of specific learning differences  
 
Promote fuller understanding of specific learning difficulties.  
 
Any individual member of Patoss, whether Full, Associate, Affiliate, Supporting, Student or Retired is eligible to join 
a Patoss Local Group. Nearly all Local Groups also welcome other interested professionals as a member and/or as 
an attendee at meetings. Having a wide range of members and attendees helps Patoss Local Groups to fulfil their 
aims.  
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^ƚĂƚƵƐ͗�&ŽƌŵĂů�'ƌŽƵƉ 

EĂŵĞ͗�>ĂƵƌĂ��ĂǇŶƚƵŶ-�ŽǁĂƌĚ 

�ŵĂŝů 

ůĐďĐŐĞŽƌŐĞďĂǇŶƚƵŶΛǇĂŚŽŽ͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬ� 

AVON 

Speech and Language and 
SpLD by Rachel Smith. Venue: 
Bath Spa. Time: at 6.00 pm. 

Wed– 20th March 2019 

To be confirmed 

Future Dates 

To be confirmed 

Future Dates 

In September, our main speaker was Ingrid Connors who has developed a 
programme called Monster Phonics. This scheme was a Bett award finalist 
in 2017 and is already being used in several schools. It is a multi-sensory 
approach to supporting learning how to read and how to spell, as well as 
providing intervention for dyslexic and EAL learners. Ingrid gave us an 
interactive presentation with all the interactive-resources laid out on 
tables for us to use and set tasks for us to accomplish. Those who 
attended were very positive about the scheme and Ingrid does offer 
training sessions for schools who adopt it. 

 

In November, Nick Lait visited us from JCQ. Nick as usual has passed on his 
PowerPoint presentation for those who were unable to attend, as well as 
the documents relating to principal changes to this year’s examinations. 
64 Centres were visited by JCQ this year and assessed. He filled us in on 
what was often found lacking in Centres and therefore failed by the JCQ 
assessors. 

 

 
All are welcome to our meetings. We charge £3 for members and £5 for 
non-members. All are sent a Certificate of attendance which can be 
printed and signed on the day for CPD purposes. Meetings begin at 6 pm 
and take place at Bath Spa, Newton St. Loe Campus. We aim to start at 6 
and finish promptly at 7:30 pm. 
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BARNET &  
ENFIELD 

 
 

^ƚĂƚƵƐ͗�&ŽƌŵĂů�'ƌŽƵƉ 

EĂŵĞ͗�DŝƌĂŶĚĂ��ŽǁŝĞ 

�ŵĂŝů 

ŵŝƌĂŶĚĂŐůďŽǁŝĞΛŐŵĂŝů͘ĐŽŵ 

dĞůĞƉŚŽŶĞ�ϬϭϳϬϳ�ϲϱϰ�ϴϵϯ 

On 12 September, 2018, we held our AGM and Partners in Education 
brought their resources shop, explaining the products. People 
discussed ideas for future training, and looked at a tricky profile.  

 

On 6 October, 2018, a very interesting, informative talk was given by 
Paul Adler, a Behavioural Optometrist, about Visual Difficulties. He 
gave ideas for assessors to use in the diagnostic assessments and 
advice on how to refer a student to an optometrist. 

 

On 2 February, we will have had a talk by Autism Education Trust on 
Understanding Autism. It will be the level 1 training.  

The Assessors meeting will 
have a talk on Speech 
Difficulties from a Speech 
Therapist in the group. Please 
contact us for more details 
and venue. 

Wed - 20th March 2019 

AGM and Assessor’s meeting. 
We will be discussing  
insurance, profiles and 
sharing resource and 
practical ideas. 

Wed - 8th May 2019 

Sensory Integration, by Kate 
Hesketh, following on from her 
Dyspraxia talk in 2018. Venue 
and time to be confirmed, 
please contact us for more 
details. 

Sat - 8th June 2019 
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^ƚĂƚƵƐ͗�&ŽƌŵĂů�'ƌŽƵƉ 

EĂŵĞ͗�WĂƚƌŝĐŝĂ��ĂůĞ 

�ŵĂŝů� 

DĂǇƉŽůĞͺŵĂŝĚĞŶΛŚŽƚŵĂŝů͘ĐŽŵ 

'ĞŶĞƌĂů�
ƉĂƚŽƐƐďĂƐŝŶŐƐƚŽŬĞΛŚŽƚŵĂŝů͘ĐŽŵ 

tĞďƐŝƚĞ 

ǁǁǁ͘ƉĂƚŽƐƐďĂƐŝŶŐƐƚŽŬĞ͘ŽƌŐ͘ƵŬ 

In March, Claire Parsons from Pearsons, bought along a wide variety of 
assessment materials. It provided an opportunity to liaise with colleagues 
about tests that they used frequently.  

 

Viv Vella from Thrive gave a presentation entitled ‘How to Thrive’ in June. 
She provided practical advice for developing Emotional Resilience in 
schools. 

 

At our November meeting Sue Savory of Hampshire Virtual School for 
Looked After Children explained how early trauma and attachments 
issues can affect cognitive development and the long-term implications 
for learning and behaviour.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please note that our entry fees will be increased starting at the 
March meeting 2019, due to increased costs. It will be: £12 for TAs, 
LSAs, SpLD students and National PATOSS members and  £15 for 
teachers and assessors (non-PATOSS members).  

March, 2018. Presentation on ASC, to include practical strategies 
to support the variety of difficulties that students may 
experience. by Darryl Morgan, the Head of Ridgeway Special 
School in Surrey. Date to be confirmed. Cost: £12 for TAs, LSAs, 
SpLD students and National PATOSS members and  £15 for 
teachers and assessors (non-PATOSS members). 

March 2019 

BASINGSTOKE
(HAMPSHIRE) 
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^ƚĂƚƵƐ͗�&ŽƌŵĂů�'ƌŽƵƉ 

EĂŵĞ͗�'ĞƌĂƌĚŝŶĞ�>ĞŽŶĂƌĚ� 

dĞůů͗�ϬϳϳϬϯϱϲϱϯϴϮ 

�ŵĂŝů 

ƉĂƚŽƐƐ͘ďĞůĨĂƐƚΛŐŵĂŝů͘ĐŽŵ 

 

On 16 June, 2018, the PATOSS Belfast Group had an informative 
meeting where Fiona Watters gave an update on her training in 
Scotland on City Phonics. We also discussed the positive feedback 
and recommendations from the TEXTHELP training seminar and 
planned for the AGM. It was decided that Mental Health would be a 
focus for the Group’s meetings for 2018-2019.  

 

The AGM took place on 11 October, 2018, at 17 00 in the training room 
in Lisburn Library. Refreshments were served. Carolyn Hughes, from 
Pearson Clinical assessment delivered a training seminar on WIAT-III 
Third UK edition for Teachers. This assessment has a wide appeal as it 
covered five subtests to test key aspects of literacy with an age range  
of 4-25 years. Carolyn also brought a variety of assessments and 
discussed them with participants. The AGM followed the normal 
format. 

 

 

The next training session will be delivered by Roisin O’Neill. There  will  
be a screening of  the “Resilience” documentary for schools and onn 
youth and community groups. “Resilience” is a one hour documentary 
about the impact of Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) on 
learning, behaviour and health. It looks at the neuroscience 
behind stress and discusses ways to break cycles of adversity and 
building resilience. This screening will be followed by an interactive 
training workshop that will give an overview of the science behind 
stress and adversity and provide suggestions for trauma informed 
strategies and practices. At the end of the meeting the Group will 
discuss the feedback and this will inform the next seminar in the 
area of mental health. 

BELFAST 

Screening of  the “Resilience” documentary, about the impact 
of Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs), followed by 
workshop and discussion, by Roisin O’Neill, Community 
Resilience Facilitator for Barnardo’s NI.  Time: 5.00 pm to 7.30 
pm. Venue: training room at Lisburn Library, Co Antrim. 
Admission is free and refreshments will be served. (Details in the 
report.) 

Thurs - 7th March 2019 
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^ƚĂƚƵƐ͗�&ŽƌŵĂů�'ƌŽƵƉ 

EĂŵĞ͗��ĂƌŽůŝŶĞ�^ǁĞĞŶĞǇ� 

�ŵĂŝů�ďƐǁƉĂƚŽƐƐΛŐŵĂŝů͘ĐŽŵ 

In October, Lia Castiglione delivered a SASC-approved training on 
JCQ Access Arrangements.  This was the second year running that we 
held this event and. as always. her talk was very well received and she 
provided useful comprehensive handouts and CPD for those of us 
involved with exam access arrangements and diagnostic report 
writing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our next event will be an evening training session entitled Social 
Emotional Impact of Dyslexia and the Role of Self-Esteem, 
delivered by Chantal Karatas, a Specialist Dyslexia/SEN Lecturer 
and Assessor from Odyssey Assessment, Education and Training. 
The session is for those who teach all ages and will provide an 
overview of how the brain learns, what hinders memory formation, 
long term effects of stress, developing self esteem and supportive 
teaching strategies.   

BIRMINGHAM & 
SOUTH  

WARWICKSHIRE 

Social Emotional Impact of Dyslexia and the Role of Self-Esteem, 
by Chantal Karatas, a Specialist Dyslexia/SEN Lecturer and 
Assessor from Odyssey Assessment, Education and Training. 
Everyone welcome. Venue: Sandwell College, West Bromwich,  
B70 6AW. Time 6:00 pm to 8:30pm. Cost: £25 for National PATOSS 
members and students/NQTs, £30 for others. Refreshments 
included.  

Tue - 30th April 2019 
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^ƚĂƚƵƐ͗�&ŽƌŵĂů�'ƌŽƵƉ 

�ŽŶƚĂĐƚ͗�<ŝŵ 

�ŵĂŝů 

ďƌĞŶƚƉĂƚŽƐƐŐƌŽƵƉΛŐŵĂŝů͘ĐŽŵ 

 

Our open meeting last term looked at the new regulations for Access 
Arrangements. A member of the group had attended a day’s course 
lead by Caroline Read on Access Arrangements Update/Refresher 
2018-2019. Our member was able to forward-feed this information 
back to the group. 

 

We looked at the key changes in the regulations and the new online 
applications. We discussed the use of Form 8 and shared our own 
experiences when completing form 8 section C 

BRENT 

A talk on Study Skills –Dyslexia, 
by Irene Kyffin. Venue: in 
Kilburn . Time: 7.00 pm to 9.00 
pm. Please email the group 
for more details. 

Wed - 6th March 2019 

To be announced 

Future Events 

To be announced 

Future Events 
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^ƚĂƚƵƐ͗�&ŽƌŵĂů�'ƌŽƵƉ 

EĂŵĞ͗��ĂƚŚǇ��ĂŵĮĞůĚ 

�ŵĂŝů 

�ĂƚŚǇ͘ĐĂŵĮĞůĚΛďƟŶƚĞƌŶĞƚ͘ĐŽŵ 

tĞďƐŝƚĞ 

ǁǁǁ͘ďĞƐƉĂƚŽƐƐ͘ŽƌŐ͘ƵŬ� 

;ĨŽƌ�ĞǀĞŶƚ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�Θ�
ďŽŽŬŝŶŐƐͿ 

On 3 November, 2018, Lesley Burnett presented a talk entitled Make it 
Memorable! How to help students with memory difficulties. Lesley led a 
study morning which focused on teaching approaches to help 
learners of all ages who have memory difficulties as well as imparted 
suggestions for how to help learners to develop their own strategies. 
About 45 teachers and practitioners attended. 

 

 

 

Our next event, a study morning, will start with an overview of the links 
between written and spoken language disorders (including diagnostic 
labels), as well as looking at the overlap between Developmental 
Language Disorder/Speech Sound Disorder and Dyslexia. There will be 
an opportunity to look at a typical profile, as well as red flags for 
Speech and Language issues, followed by a look at a case study of a 
young person with overlapping disorders and ideas for interventions. 
This session will be suitable for all age ranges and is aimed at people 
without a speech and language specialism. 

BRIGHTON & 
EAST SUSSEX 

Study Morning – Speak-Write: Exploring issues around spoken and 
written language disorders, by Leona Talsma. Speech and 
Language Therapist. Venue: Room E513, Checkland Building, 
Falmer Campus, University of Brighton, Village Way, Brighton, BN1 
9PH. Time: 9.30 am to 12.30 pm (arrive at 9.00 am for 
registration). Cost: £35 (£25 National PATOSS members, students 
& NQTs). Booking closes: noon, Thursday 21st February. Entry by 
pre-booked ticket only. For more information and booking go to 
www.bespatoss.org.uk/events 

Thurs– 21st February 2019 

To be announced 

Future Events 

To be announced 

Future Events 
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^ƚĂƚƵƐ͗�&ŽƌŵĂů�'ƌŽƵƉ 

EĂŵĞ��ŽŶŶŝĞ�dĂǇůŽƌ�ĂŶĚ�'ŝůůŝĂŶ�
^ƵŐƌƵĞ� 

�ŵĂŝů�ƉĂƚŽƐƐďΛŐŵĂŝů͘ĐŽŵ 

^ŽĐŝĂů�DĞĚŝĂ͗� 

ǁǁǁ͘ĨĂĐĞďŽŽŬ͘ĐŽŵͬ�ƵĐŬƐWĂƚŽƐƐ 

 

In September we held our AGM and a social event which was a great 
opportunity to meet and chat with likeminded individuals.  

At October’s meeting we welcomed Sean Douglas from the CodPast 
who gave a fascinating presentation about the impact of dyslexia on his 
life and how assistive technology helped him overcome many of the 
challenges he faced, so as to be able to go on to be highly successful.  
He gave a demonstration of some of the assistive technology he uses 
and spoke about his work on his website and YouTube channel. 

In November we were delighted to be joined by Ian Long, co-creator 
and illustrator of The Blob Tree. Ian spoke about many different ways of 
using the Blob Tree and other Blob related resources to support learning 
and encourage emotional literacy. 

 

In January, 2019, there will have been a Lego Therapy Workshop by 
Glynis Haines. 

To be kept up to date on our upcoming events, including those listed 
and others that will be added, please Like and Follow our Facebook 
page as we update this information regularly. Costs of events vary, 
usually from £0-£20. Anyone is welcome to attend but places must be 
booked and paid for in advance. 

BUCKS 

Metacognition & Study at 
Primary, Secondary & Higher 
Education, by Sue Hartga. 
Venue: and cost to be 
confirmed. 

Wed - 20th March 2019 

Eye Movements & Reading 
Difficulties, by Dr Holly Joseph. 
Venue and cost to be 
confirmed. 

Thurs - 2nd May 2019 

To be announced 

Future Events 
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^ƚĂƚƵƐ͗�&ŽƌŵĂů�'ƌŽƵƉ 

EĂŵĞ��ŶŶĞ�^ƚŽĐŬĚĂůĞ 

�ŵĂŝů� 

ĐŚĞƐƚĞƌƉĂƚŽƐƐΛǇĂŚŽŽ͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬ 

dĞůĞƉŚŽŶĞ�ϬϭϮϰϰ�ϯϯϱ�ϴϭϵ 

On 13 September, 2018, Rachel Ingham spoke on The right angle for 
maths: Maths difficulties associated with dyslexia/dyscalculia. Rachel is 
an educational consultant and trainer who has been a keynote speaker 
at many conferences around the country. A very well attended 
meeting. Very detailed and useful information and tips backed up well 
with theory. 

On 8 November, 2018, we held our AGM followed by Philippa Bodien, 
who spoke on Dyslexia: The Alphabetic Principle and its Functional 
Building Blocks and Co-morbidity. Philippa is an international speaker 
who has many years of valuable experience and fascinating insights to 
share. Over 25 attended and we all gained a lot of information with 
plenty of links to read up on and useful files for our work. 

On 24 January 2019, Jane Mullen, Speech and Language Therapist, will 
have spoken further to us about the subject of her previous talk, entitled 
Memory and its Impact on Speech and Language. 

All meetings are on Thursdays at 7.30pm at Caldy Valley Church Centre, 
Caldy Valley Road, CH3 5PR. Guests £10, including refreshments. The 
cost of membership is £25 per year starting in November. 

CHESTER & 
DISTRICT 

Developmental Readiness for Learning, looking at whether 
students are developmentally ready for learning; i.e. have they 
developed the crucial, foundational skills needed for learning? 
The talk is by Sally Goddard Blythe, who was due to speak in 
January, Author, lecturer and International Director of The 
Institute for Neuro-Physiological Psychology in Chester.  

Thurs - 7th March 2019 

Bring along a useful resource 
to show others and enjoy a 
social evening with 
homemade refreshments.  

Thurs - 20th June 2019 

Subject to be confirmed 

Thurs - 12th September 2019 

How powerful using colour and images can be to aid dyslexic 
students, by Ingrid Connors, creator of Monster Phonics. Ingrid 
will be presenting this talk about her personal experience of the 
subject.  

Thurs - 23rd May 2019 
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^ƚĂƚƵƐ͗�&ŽƌŵĂů�'ƌŽƵƉ 

EĂŵĞ��ŶĂ�WƌǇĐĞ 

�ŵĂŝů��ǀĞŶƚƐ 

ĚĞǀŽŶƉĂƚŽƐƐΛŚŽƚŵĂŝů͘ĐŽŵ 

dĞůĞƉŚŽŶĞ�Ϭϳϵϱϱϯϵϱϭϰϴ 

 

The Devon Patoss group enjoyed a well-attended meeting in October 
with speakers demonstrating a variety of assistive technologies and 
resources. Phil from Exeter College talked about apps on mobiles and 
Ann & Deb from QE shared information on a variety of useful resources 
such as Nessy, boxes font & RNIB bookstore to name a few. 

 

Instead of a Christmas social we had  a ‘get the year started’ social at 
the City Gat Hotel in January.  

DEVON 

Tutors presenting and sharing tips and resources around Study 
Skills, targeting secondary/FE students mostly, although probably 
helpful for any tutor. Venue: Kenn Centre. Kenn. Time: evening 

Thurs - 28th February 2019 

AGM and speaker. Still at the 
planning stage; further details 
to be advised 

Wed - 5th June 2019 

To be announced 

Future Events (TBC) 
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^ƚĂƚƵƐ͗�&ŽƌŵĂů�'ƌŽƵƉ 

EĂŵĞ�sŝĐŬŝ��ŶŐĞů 

�ŵĂŝů� 

ǀŝĐŬŝĂŶŐĞů͘ƐǁĂŶĂŐĞΛŐŵĂŝů͘ĐŽŵ 

 

On 10 October, 2018, the group held a training event in respect of the 
JCQ Exam Access Arrangements updates for the academic 2018-
2019. This was delivered by a National PATOSS trainer and attended by 
17 participants; the feedback was very positive and it is an event 
which we plan to repeat in October 2019. The AGM was held on the 
6th November; the previous committee members were re-elected and 
joined by an additional new member. At a general meeting following 
the AGM, a report on a training event at Cardiff University on the 
Diagnostic Inventory for DCD (DIDA) delivered by Professor Kirby was 
given by two members who attended. Feedback from the EAA 
training described above, Data Protection and conforming to the 
GDPR, an inspection copy of the WIAT III Teacher’s Edition, Resources, 
and ‘Tricky profiles’ were all also discussed.  

 
In addition, the Committee held meetings on the 25th September and 
4th December. 

 

 

 

A Summer term meeting / training event in respect of mental health 
and wellbeing in education has been proposed – full details to be 
confirmed. 

DORSET 

Presentations from a Dyscalculia training event and conference 
are planned. Venue: in the Poole area. Date, time and location 
to be confirmed. Open to all members and other interested 
individuals. £1 cost for refreshments (depending on location). 

Tue - 26th March 2019 

To be announced 

Future Events 

JCQ Exam Access 
Arrangements, the update for 
the academic year 2019-
2020, by a National PATOSS 
trainer. Venue: in Dorchester. 
Final details to be confirmed 

Thurs - 3rd October 2019 
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^ƚĂƚƵƐ͗�&ŽƌŵĂů�'ƌŽƵƉ 

�ŵĂŝů 

ƉĂƚŽƐƐĞĂƐƚĂŶŐůŝĂΛŐŵĂŝů͘ĐŽŵ 

What a class teacher needs 
to know about dyslexia, by 
Julia Hewardine of Dyslexia 
Matters. Venue: The Perse 
Prep School, Trumpington Rd, 
CB2 8EX. Time: 6.30 pm.  

Mon - 18th March 2019 

EAST ANGLIA 

A talk on exam stress and 
anxiety, by Sam Lee-
McCloud. Venue: The Perse 
Prep School, Trumpington Rd, 
CB2 8EX. Time: 6.30 pm.  

Mon - 29th April 2019 

To be announced 

Future Events 

On 3 November, 2018, we had an excellent 2.5 hour talk by Fintan 
O’Regan, on teaching and supporting students with ASD/ADHD, 
entitled The Curious Case of ASD/ADHD. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cost is free to members, £5 to non-members.  
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^ƚĂƚƵƐ͗�&ŽƌŵĂů�'ƌŽƵƉ 

EĂŵĞ�:ĞŶŶŝĞ�WƌŝĐĞ 

�ŵĂŝů�:ĞŶŶŝĞ͘ƉƌŝĐĞΛĐĞƉƉ͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬ 

dĞůĞƉŚŽŶĞ�ϬϳϵϬϯ�ϴϭϵ�ϰϲϲ 

�ŵĂŝů��ĞĞĂƉĂƚŽƐƐΛŐŵĂŝů͘ĐŽŵ� 

EAST OF EAST 
ANGLIA 

To be announced 

Future Events 

Our annual SASC approved update on Access Arrangements took 
place last term in October. Members were invited to take up priority 
bookings (spare places were eagerly snapped up by local schools). 
This is a valued opportunity to review any changes in the JCQ 
regulations and provides SASC ‘hours’ for those needing to maintain 
accredited status. Thanks to Lia Castiglione - Professional Practice 
Team Leader from the National PATOSS team. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Several of us will be travelling down to the annual national 
conference. Do get in touch if you would like company on the train 
journey.  

We will circulate details of the 
next sessions (Suffolk and 
another in Norfolk as soon as 
possible).  

Future Events 

As our group covers the east of the region of East Anglia we 
plan to offer a session in Ipswich this term. Please contact 
Caroline on our group email address if you are not receiving 
regular news and updates on our activities: 
eeapatoss@gmail.com.  

Future Events 
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^ƚĂƚƵƐ͗�&ŽƌŵĂů�'ƌŽƵƉ 

EĂŵĞ�<ƌŝƐ�sĞŶƚƌŝƐ-&ŝĞůĚ 

dĞů͗�ϬϳϳϳϭϵϲϮϰϮϲ 

�ŵĂŝů�ƉĂƚŽƐƐŐůŽƐΛǇĂŚŽŽ͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬ 

tĞďƐŝƚĞ 

ǁǁǁ͘ƉĂƚŽƐƐ-ŐůŽƐ͘ǁŝǆ͘ĐŽŵͬƉĂƚŽƐƐ 

In October, we had our annual visit from Nick Lait, Senior Examinations 
and Committee Manager at the Joint Council for Qualifications (JCQ). 
The meeting took place at Alderman Knight School, Ashchurch Road, 
Tewkesbury, Gloucestershire GL20 8JJ and lasted approximately 2 hours, 
including questions and answers. Nick gave a comprehensive update on 
the changes to Access Arrangements for students at Key Stage 4. The 
event was well attended and all questions were answered to everyone’s 
satisfaction. Nick donated his fee to a favourite charity.  

 
The AGM was held on 28 November at The Pavillion, Hatherley Lane, 
Cheltenham GL 51 6PN, followed by a talk given by Alison Shorrock, titled 
Understanding Dyscalculia and What to Do About It (Primary/Year 7). 
Alison is an independent assessor/tutor/adviser in Specific Learning 
Difficulties including being a tutor on the Advanced Diploma course 
Overcoming Barriers to Learning in Maths. She talked about formal and 
informal tests to identify possible dyscalculia. As an assessor, this is her 
area of expertise. She also made time to look at some strategies for 
developing sense of number, interpreting word problems etc. 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE 

There are no speakers 
booked yet for 2019, but 
requests have been made for 
a talk on autism, so is likely to 
be the next booking.  

Future Events 

To be announced 

Future Events 

To be announced 

Future Events 
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John and Janet Glover, behavioural optometrist and vision therapist, 
attended our October meeting. The session was extremely informative 
and enlightening. Those present agreed it gave huge food for thought 
and will have an impact on their assessing. Janet has agreed to visit us 
again and give us further practical ideas to use with students with 
vision difficulties we may be working with. At the November AGM, 
Helen demonstrated the computer based reading and spelling 
programme IDL.  

 
Also at the AGM, it was agreed to lower annual membership fees and 
also to offer free membership to students aged over 18 and Learning 
Support Assistants and Teaching Assistants. We hope this will help 
spread the word about dyslexia. 

 

 
 
 
All meetings are held at Aquinas College, Nangreave Rd, SK2 6TH, 
starting at 7.00 pm and ending at 8.30 pm. Meetings are free for 
members of the Group. Non-members are charged £10 per meeting. 
Students over 18 and LSAs and TAs may join the Group at no charge. 

GREATER 
MANCHESTER 

 
 

^ƚĂƚƵƐ͗�&ŽƌŵĂů�'ƌŽƵƉ 

EĂŵĞ�DĂƌŝůǇŶ�:ŽŶĞƐ 

�ŵĂŝů 

ŐƌĞĂƚĞƌŵĂŶĐŚĞƐƚĞƌƉĂƚŽƐƐΛŐŵĂŝů͘ĐŽŵ 

dĞůĞƉŚŽŶĞ�Ϭϳϴϵϭ�ϱϳϰ�ϰϱϭ 

Working Memory, with ideas of how to support learners, by 
Rachel Ingham . Rachel is an educational consultant and 
trainer, who has been a keynote speaker at many conferences 
around the country.  

Tue - 12th February 2019 

A webinar on Synthetic 
Phonics and the Code 
Breakers resource, currently 
being piloted in school, 
presented by Georgina Smith.  

Tue - 26th March 2019 

Resource sharing evening. 
Discussion of “tricky profiles”. 

Tue - 14th May 2019 
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^ƚĂƚƵƐ͗�&ŽƌŵĂů�'ƌŽƵƉ 

EĂŵĞ�^ŚĂƌŽŶ��ƌĂŬĂƌĚ 

�ŵĂŝů 

^ŚĂƌŽŶ͘ĚƌĂŬĂƌĚΛďƟŶƚĞƌŶĞƚ͘ĐŽŵ 

dĞůĞƉŚŽŶĞ�ϬϮϬϴ�ϰϮϵ�ϭϵϱϭ 

tĞďƐŝƚĞ�ǁǁǁ͘ŚĂƌƌŽǁƉĂƚŽƐƐ͘ŽƌŐ 

At our AGM in March 2018, Dr Amelia Roberts gave a talk on Growth 
Mindset. This was followed by a lively discussion.  

 
In June 2018, Olive Hickmott ran a workshop on Using Dyslexic 
Strengths to Improve Memory and Learning. Her controversial ideas 
were interesting. 

 
In September 2018, Jacqueline Dennaford ran an interactive 
Workshop on Raising Self-esteem which was well received and we all 
enjoyed the creative activities she has organised.  

 
Harrow PATOSS has an up-to-date library of Assessment Materials 
available for members to borrow. Contact Resources Officer Sonia 
Joseph: soniajoseph2@hotmail.com  

HARROW 

A talk on Visual Difficulties 
and Convergence 
Insufficiency, by Fran Goldin, 
an experienced Orthoptist. 
Venue: Pinner Methodist 
Church, Love Lane, Pinner, 
HA5 3EE. Time 8.00 pm. Cost: 
FREE to members. Guests 

Thurs - 12th September 2019 

A workshop on Monster 
Phonics, run by Ingrid 
Connors. Venue: 74 Love 
Lane, Pinner, HA5 3EX. Time 
8.00 pm. Cost: FREE to all. 
Book early as places are 
limited. Contact Sharon. 

Tue - 14th May 2019 

AGM, followed by APD (Auditory Processing Disorder), a talk by 
Pauline Grant, who ran the Hearing Impaired Unit in Harrow for 
many years. Pauline is currently a facilitator of The Listening 
Programme. Venue: Pinner Methodist Church, Love Lane Pinner, 
HA5 3EE. Time: 8.00 pm. 

Thurs - 14th March 2019 
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^ƚĂƚƵƐ͗�&ŽƌŵĂů�'ƌŽƵƉ 

EĂŵĞ�:Ž�^Ɖŝƌ 

�ŵĂŝů��ũůƐƉŝƌΛĂŽů͘ĐŽŵ 

 

On 14 November, 2018, Northampton PATOSS considered meeting the 
needs of learners with developmental co-ordination difficulties. 

 
Occupational therapist, Rachel Gartland, delivered an interesting 
twilight session outlining the difficulties facing these learners. She 
explained the assessment process, how DCD impacts daily life skills 
and the difficulties of diagnosing co-morbidity with other SpLDs. 

 
Rachel enthusiastically imparted her knowledge, suggesting helpful 
strategies and interventions to support learners. The audience also 
tried hands-on activities to gain an idea of how difficult life can be 
with DCD. Everyone left keen to use this new knowledge, and the 
activities, to improve understanding in their settings. 

 
On 21, January, 2019,  we will have hosted a talk on Teaching Maths 
for People with Dyslexia, given by Lucy Westley and Claire Shelley, 
who are Senior Lecturers in Initial Teacher Training (Mathematics) at 
the University of Northampton. 

NORTHAMPTON 

To be announced 

Future Events 

To be announced 

Future Events 

To be announced 

Future Events 
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^ƚĂƚƵƐ͗�&ŽƌŵĂů�'ƌŽƵƉ 

EĂŵĞ�<ĞǀŝŶ�^ŵŝƚŚ 

�ŵĂŝů�<ǁƐϭϲϲϰΛŐŵĂŝů͘ĐŽŵ 

 

On 2 November, we welcomed Sharon Goldie, dyslexia specialist, 
trainer and ex SENCo, who spoke on the topic of Clean Language. 
This is an evidence-based method of communicating with students of 
all ages in a way that keeps the child’s attention on their own 
thoughts and motivates them to learn. It is founded on receptive 
listening which uses a set of simple ‘clean questions’ which are 
blended with the student’s own words. The meeting was well 
attended and gave members some strategies to use in the way that 
they communicate with their students. 

NORTH HERTS 
MID BED 

Strategies to help develop Reading Comprehension, by Laura 
Bloomberg. Venue: Mrs Howard Memorial Hall, Norton Way 
South, Letchworth, Herts, SG6 1NX. Time: to be decided. Cost: 
£2 per member and £6 for guests. 

Future Events 

Spelling Strategies, by Olive Hickmott. Venue: Mrs Howard 
Memorial Hall, Norton Way South, Letchworth, Herts, SG6 1NX. 
Time: to be decided. Cost: £2 per member and £6 for guests. 
Details will be sent out to local members nearer the time.  

Future Events 
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^ƚĂƚƵƐ͗�&ŽƌŵĂů�'ƌŽƵƉ 

�ŵĂŝů� 

ƉĂƚŽƐƐŶŽƫŶŐŚĂŵƐŚŝƌĞΛŐŵĂŝů͘ĐŽŵ 

tĞďƐŝƚĞ 

ǁǁǁ͘ƉĂƚŽƐƐŶŽƩƐ͘ŽƌŐ͘ƵŬ 

Dr Camilla Gilmore of Loughborough University Center for 
Mathematics Education spoke to us on the topic of Understanding the 
Barriers to Success with Mathematics. 

In a very clear and accessible manner, she discussed some of the 
cognitive skills and characteristics that have been found to underly 
good development of mathematical understanding. She supplied a 
number of illustrative examples from common situations.  

Camilla emphasised the importance of teaching early number 
concepts in a way which avoids misconceptions that will have to be 
‘unlearned’ later. She explained that children may use a range of 
different strategies to solve the same problem, and each of these may 
be appropriate according to the child’s stage of development and 
the other demands of the task in hand. 

She looked at a diverse range of mathematics-specific skills which 
must be united to achieve success and considered some of the 
general thinking skills which prove particularly important in 
mathematics learning. Working memory, metacognition and inhibition 
are cognitive executive functions which are much stronger in some 
individuals than others, but teaching which takes account of these 
differences leads to better learning. 

Finally, Camilla exploded a few commonly held beliefs about 
effective maths teaching strategies, which are not supported by 
research. 

This lecture offered helpful insights for everyone, whether teaching 
mainstream maths, providing special support or assessing difficulties in 
mathematics. It was very well received: some appreciative comments 
are posted on the home page. Thank you very much, Camilla! 

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 

Logically Illogical: information and insight into Autism, by Ros 
Blackburn, an adult who was diagnosed with severe autism 
aged 18 months. However, now at age 50, Ros lectures 
nationally and internationally about her own experiences, 
giving insight into her own experiences and the care and 
education practices she has observed. Venue: West 
Nottinghamshire College, Mansfield, Nottinghamshire, NG18 
5BH. Time: 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm. Refreshments from 6.30 pm. 
Cost: £7 for non-members of PATOSS Nottinghamshire, free to 
PATOSS Nottinghamshire members and staff of West 
Nottinghamshire College with ID. Everyone welcome. 

Thurs - 11th April 2019 
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^ƚĂƚƵƐ͗�&ŽƌŵĂů�'ƌŽƵƉ 

EĂŵĞ�:ĂŶĞƚ��ĂƌůŽǁ 

�ŵĂŝů 

ƐŚƌŽƉƐŚŝƌĞƉĂƚŽƐƐΛŐŵĂŝů͘ĐŽŵ 

 

In September, 2019, Bob Hext of Crossbow Education gave us a 
demonstration of some of the educational games offered by his 
company; some new games and a selection of new editions of some 
old favourites. Bob also shared strategies and ideas of incorporating 
games which he has used over his many years of teaching.  

 
In October, Dr Danielle Colenbrander, spoke to us about how to 
improve reading comprehension. This was such a successful event that 
we have decided to follow it up in the new year with a reading 
comprehension workshop to share strategies and practical ideas for 
improving reading comprehension.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Venue: Oswestry Cricket Club, Morda Road, Oswestry, SY11 2AY. Time: 
7:00 pm, for a prompt 7:30 pm start. Cost: £3 – National members, £5 – 
Shropshire Patoss members, £7 – guests. 

SHROPSHIRE 
OSWESTRY & NORTH 

SHROPSHIRE 

A reading comprehension workshop to share strategies, 
techniques and practical ideas for improving reading 
comprehension. The format will be of different techniques/
strategies on separate tables and groups move from one to 
another (as in speed dating…).  Time: 7:00 pm, for a prompt 7:30 
pm start. Cost: FREE EVENT. 

Thur - 7th February 2019 

Visual Disturbance, by Dr Jim 
Gilchrist, Behavioural 
Optometrist, Bradford 
University. 

Thur - 14th March 2019 

A talk about kinaesthetic 
methods of learning and 
memory, by Claire Salter, 
from Dyslexia Unlocked.  

Thur - 18th April 2019 
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^ƚĂƚƵƐ͗�&ŽƌŵĂů�'ƌŽƵƉ 

�ŽŶƚĂĐƚ͗�<ĂƚĞ�^ƚŽŶĞ 

�ŵĂŝů͗� 

ƐŽƵƚŚŚĂŶƚƐƉĂƚŽƐƐΛŚŽƚŵĂŝů͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬ 

^ŽĐŝĂů�DĞĚŝĂ͗� 

ǁǁǁ͘ĨĂĐĞďŽŽŬ͘ĐŽŵͬ
ƐŽƵƚŚŚĂŶƚƐƉĂƚŽƐƐͬ 

SOUTH  
HAMPSHIRE 

Our autumn meeting was on free accessibility functions in Google 
products and the KTEA 3 test materials. Committee member Sadhbh 
O’Dwyer (an SpLD specialist working in HE and a PhD student in the 
School of Education in Southampton University) gave a presentation 
on the accessibility functions available in Google products as well as 
Google Chrome extensions for Read and Write and EquaTIO (see 
https://www.texthelp.com/en-gb/products/free-for-teachers/ ). These 
functions can be very useful for students with SpLDs. The voice function 
in Google was looked at, as well as Google Docs, Google Slides and 
apps such as Google Keep (a note-taking app that supports photos, 
notes, voice memos, checklists and even has an optical character 
recognition (OCR) function allowing it to read aloud from an image. 

 

 

 

 

 

Full details will be sent out to our email list.  To join this list please  
email southhantspatoss@hotmail.co.uk.   

To be announced 

Future Events 

To be announced 

Future Events 

To be announced 

Future Events 

Venue: Spark Building at Southampton Solent University. Time: 6 pm  
for 6:30 pm start. Cost: £5 to non-national Patoss members and  
£2.50 to National Patoss members.  
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^ƚĂƚƵƐ͗�&ŽƌŵĂů�'ƌŽƵƉ 

EĂŵĞ�dŝŶĂ�K͛ZĞŐĂŶ 

dĞů͗�Ϭϳϳϳϲϭϳϯϵϭϵ�Žƌ�
ϬϭϰϴϯϮϴϬϳϰϴ 

�ŵĂŝů 

ƉĂƚŽƐƐƐƵƌƌĞǇΛŐŵĂŝů͘ĐŽŵ 

A talk was held at The Royal School Hindhead on December 4th to 
discuss Developing Dyslexic Learners’ Self-esteem. This was based 
upon a PATOSS CPD Course and personal reflections from Tina 
O’Regan. The importance of giving pupils a voice and space for 
reflection to help create effective learning strategies was mentioned. 
7 strategies to improve Self-Esteem from Sharon Goldie were included 
as well as Clean Language. Personal experience of use of MALS 
(Myself as a Learner Scale) to help to monitor academic self-concept 
and provide discussion for learners to set targets was also included. 

 
We are looking for new members to join the group. Membership is free 
for national members. Please email patosssurrey@gmail.com. We have 
a test resource library available for loan.  

Please email patosssurrey@gmail.com if you would like further 
information about the group and details of meetings. 

To be announced 

Future Events 

SURREY 

To be announced 

Future Events 

To be announced 

Future Events 
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^ƚĂƚƵƐ͗�&ŽƌŵĂů�'ƌŽƵƉ 

EĂŵĞ�,ĞůĞŶ�tĞůůƐ͕�^ĂƌĂŚ�WĂƚĞů 

�ŵĂŝů 

ǁĞƐƚǇŽƌŬƐŚŝƌĞƉĂƚŽƐƐΛŐŵĂŝů͘ĐŽŵ 

dĞůĞƉŚŽŶĞ�Ϭϳϳϭϲ�ϮϮϮ�ϯϬϯ 

^ŽĐŝĂů�DĞĚŝĂ 

ǁǁǁ͘ĨĂĐĞďŽŽŬ͘ĐŽŵͬŐƌ���
ŽƵƉƐͬϱϱϯϵϵϰϵϰϰϵϵϵϬϰϯͬ 

We held a meeting in December, 2018, to discuss the feedback 
regarding Leeds Dyslexia Festival held in September and consider the 
way forward. We received very positive feedback from exhibitors and 
guests. Many praised the excellent organisation and the extensive 
and varied range of workshops/speakers (including Lynn Greenwold 
and Helen Boden). It was acknowledged by the group that the 
chairperson, Helen, had dedicated much of her time to organising the 
event. We plan to meet in January to discuss events for 2019, 
specifically looking at widening the professional expertise of members 
of the group and training for professionals working in dyslexia. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please see our Facebook page for dates and details of upcoming 
meeting or email a request to be added to our mailing list. 

WEST  
YORKSHIRE 

To be announced 

Future Events 

To be announced 

Future Events 

To be announced 

Future Events 
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Topic 
A reading comprehension workshop to share strategies, techniques and practical 
ideas for improving reading comprehension 

Speaker   

Venue Oswestry Cricket Club, Morda Road, Oswestry, SY11 2AY 

Time 7:00 pm, for a prompt 7:30 pm start 

Charge FREE EVENT 

Contact Janet Barlow, Secretary, shropshirepatoss@gmail.com   

Notes   

Topic Working Memory, with ideas of how to support learners 

Speaker 
Rachel Ingham, educational consultant and trainer, who has been a keynote 
speaker at many conferences around the country  

Venue Aquinas College, Nangreave Rd, SK2 6TH 

Time 7.00 pm to 8.30 pm 

Charge Free for members of the Group. Non-members are charged £10  

Contact 
Marilyn Jones, Secretary, 0161 670 1767 or 07891574451, 
greatermanchesterpatoss@gmail.com 

Notes Students over 18 and LSAs and TAs may join the Group at no charge. 

Topic 
Study Morning – Speak-Write: Exploring issues around spoken and written language 
disorders 

Speaker Leona Talsma 

Venue 
Room E513, Checkland Building, Falmer Campus, University of Brighton, Village Way, 
Brighton, BN1 9PH 

Time 9.30 am to 12.30 pm (arrive at 9.00 am for registration) 

Charge £35 (£25 National PATOSS members, students & NQTs) 

Contact Cathy Camfield, cathy.camfield@btinternet.com 

Notes 
Booking information is at http://bespatoss.org.uk and at http://bespatoss.org.uk/
events.php  
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Topic Talk on Study Skills –Dyslexia 

Speaker Irene Kyffin 

Venue In Kilburn  

Time 7.00 pm to 9.00 pm 

Charge   

Contact Kim, Chairperson, brentpatossgroup@gmail.com 

Notes  

Topic 
Developmental Readiness for Learning, looking at whether students are 
developmentally ready for learning; i.e. have they developed the crucial, 
foundational skills needed for learning? 

Speaker Sally Goddard Blythe, who was due to speak in January, Author, lecturer and 
International Director of The Institute for Neuro-Physiological Psychology in Chester.  

Venue Caldy Valley Church Centre, Caldy Valley Road, Boughton, Chester, CH3 5PR 

Time 7.30 pm 

Charge Members – free. Guests £10, including refreshments 

Contact Anne Stockdale, Secretary, 01244 335819, chesterpatoss@yahoo.co.uk 

Notes CPD certificate of attendance available at the meeting 

Topic 
Screening of  the “Resilience” documentary, about the impact of Adverse 
Childhood Experiences (ACEs), followed by workshop and discussion 

Speaker Roisin O’Neill, Community Resilience Facilitator for Barnardo’s NI 

Venue Training room at Lisburn Library, Co Antrim 

Time 5.00 pm to 7.30 pm 

Charge Free 

Contact Gerardine Leonard, Chairperson, 07703565382, patoss.belfast@gmail.com 

Notes Refreshments will be served 



 

 

33 

Topic AGM, followed by APD (Auditory Processing Disorder) 

Speaker Pauline Grant, who ran the Hearing Impaired Unit in Harrow for many years and is 
currently a facilitator of The Listening Programme 

Venue Pinner Methodist Church, Love Lane Pinner, HA5 3EE 

Time 8.00 pm 

Charge FREE to members. Guests £6.50 

Contact Sharon Drakard, Chairman, 02084291951, sharon.drakard@btinternet.com 

Notes   

Topic Visual Disturbance 

Speaker Dr Jim Gilchrist, Behavioural Optometrist, Bradford University 

Venue Oswestry Cricket Club, Morda Road, Oswestry, SY11 2AY 

Time 7:00 pm, for a prompt 7:30 pm start 

Charge £3 – national members, £5 – Shropshire Patoss members, £7 – guests 

Contact Janet Barlow, Secretary, shropshirepatoss@gmail.com   

Notes   

Topic What a class teacher needs to know about dyslexia 

Speaker Julia Hewardine of Dyslexia Matters 

Venue The Perse Prep School, Trumpington Rd, CB2 8EX 

Time 6.30 pm 

Charge Free to members, £5 to non-members 

Contact patosseastanglia@gmail.com 

Notes   
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Topic Metacognition & Study at Primary, Secondary & Higher Education 

Speaker Sue Hartga 

Venue  Contact below for details 

Time   

Charge   

Contact 
Kate King (Chair), Bonnie Taylor and Gillian Sugrue (Memb. Sec. and enquiries) 
patossb@gmail.com 

Notes See www.facebook.com/BucksPatoss/ 

Topic Assessors meeting - a talk on speech difficulties 

Speaker Speech Therapist in the Group 

Venue Contact below for details 

Time   

Charge  

Contact Miranda Bowie, Chairperson, mirandaglbowie@gmail.com, 01707 654893 

Notes  

Topic Speech and Language and SpLD  

Speaker Glynis Haines 

Venue Bath Spa, Newton St. Loe Campus 

Time 6.00 pm to 7.30 pm 

Charge £3 for members and £5 for non-members 

Contact Laura Bayntun-Coward, Secretary, lcbcgeorgebayntun@yahoo.co.uk  

Notes 
All are sent a Certificate of Attendance which can be printed and signed on the 
day for CPD purposes 
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Topic Strategies to help develop Reading Comprehension 

Speaker Laura Bloomberg 

Venue Mrs Howard Memorial Hall, Norton Way South, Letchworth, Herts, SG6 1NX 

Time   

Charge £2 per member and £6 for guests. 

Contact Kevin Smith, Kws1664@gmail.com 

Notes  

Topic Presentations from a Dyscalculia training event and conference are planned 

Speaker   

Venue Poole area 

Time   

Charge £1 (to be confirmed) 

Contact Vicki Angel, vickiangel.swanage@gmail.com 

Notes Open to all members and other interested individuals 

Topic 
A webinar on Synthetic Phonics and the Code Breakers resource, currently being 
piloted in school 

Speaker Georgina Smith 

Venue Aquinas College, Nangreave Rd, SK2 6TH 

Time 7.00 pm, to 8.30 pm 

Charge Free for members of the Group. Non-members are charged £10  

Contact 
Marilyn Jones, Secretary, 0161 670 1767 or 07891574451, greatermanches-
terpatoss@gmail.com 

Notes Students over 18 and LSAs and TAs may join the Group at no charge. 
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Topic Logically Illogical: information and insight into Autism 

Speaker 
Ros Blackburn, an adult who was diagnosed with severe autism aged 18 months but 
is now an international lecturer 

Venue West Nottinghamshire College, Mansfield, Nottinghamshire, NG18 5BH 

Time 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm. Refreshments from 6.30 pm 

Charge 
£7 for non-members of Patoss Nottinghamshire, free to Patoss Nottinghamshire 
members and staff of West Nottinghamshire College with ID 

Contact patossnottinghamshire@gmail.com.  

Notes Everyone welcome. http://www.patossnotts.org.uk 

Topic A talk about kinaesthetic methods of learning and memory 

Speaker Claire Salter, from Dyslexia Unlocked 

Venue Oswestry Cricket Club, Morda Road, Oswestry, SY11 2AY 

Time 7:00 pm, for a prompt 7:30 pm start 

Charge £3 – national members, £5 – Shropshire Patoss members, £7 – guests 

Contact Janet Barlow, Secretary, shropshirepatoss@gmail.com   

Notes   

Topic A talk on exam stress and anxiety 

Speaker Sam Lee-McCloud 

Venue The Perse Prep School, Trumpington Rd, CB2 8EX 

Time 6.30 pm 

Charge Free to members, £5 to non-members 

Contact patosseastanglia@gmail.com 

Notes   
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Topic Social Emotional Impact of Dyslexia and the Role of Self-Esteem 

Speaker 
Chantal Karatas, a Specialist Dyslexia/SEN Lecturer and Assessor from Odyssey As-
sessment, Education and Training.  

Venue Sandwell College, West Bromwich,  B70 6AW 

Time 6:00 pm to 8:30pm 

Charge £25 for National Patoss members and students/NQTs, £30 for others.  

Contact Caroline Sweeney, bswpatoss@gmail.com 

Notes Everyone welcome. Refreshments included 

Topic Eye Movements & Reading Difficulties 

Speaker Dr Holly Joseph 

Venue  Contact below for details 

Time   

Charge   

Contact 
Kate King (Chair), Bonnie Taylor and Gillian Sugrue (Memb. Sec. and enquiries) 
patossb@gmail.com 

Notes   

Topic 
AGM, Assessors meeting, discussing  insurance, profiles and sharing resource and 
practical ideas 

Speaker   

Venue Contact below for details 

Time   

Charge  

Contact Miranda Bowie, Chairperson, mirandaglbowie@gmail.com, 01707 654893 

Notes  
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Topic A workshop on Monster Phonics 

Speaker Ingrid Connors 

Venue 74, Love Lane Pinner, HA5 3EX 

Time 8.00 pm 

Charge FREE to all 

Contact Sharon Drakard, Chairman, 02084291951, sharon.drakard@btinternet.com 

Notes Book early as places are limited 

Topic Resource sharing evening. Discussion of “tricky profiles” 

Speaker   

Venue Aquinas College, Nangreave Rd, SK2 6TH 

Time 7.00 pm, to 8.30 pm 

Charge Free for members of the Group. Non-members are charged £10  

Contact 
Marilyn Jones, Secretary, 0161 670 1767 or 07891574451, greatermanches-
terpatoss@gmail.com 

Notes Students over 18 and LSAs and TAs may join the Group at no charge. 

Topic How powerful using colour and images can be to aid dyslexic students 

Speaker Ingrid Connors, creator of Monster Phonics 

Venue Caldy Valley Church Centre, Caldy Valley Road, Boughton, Chester, CH3 5PR 

Time 7.30 pm 

Charge Members – free. Guests £10, including refreshments 

Contact Anne Stockdale, Secretary, 01244 335819, chesterpatoss@yahoo.co.uk 

Notes CPD certificate of attendance available at the meeting 
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Topic Spelling Strategies 

Speaker Olive Hickmott 

Venue Mrs Howard Memorial Hall, Norton Way South, Letchworth, Herts, SG6 1NX 

Time   

Charge £2 per member and £6 for guests. 

Contact Kevin Smith, Kws1664@gmail.com 

Notes  

Topic Sensory Integration 

Speaker Kate Hesketh 

Venue Contact below for details 

Time   

Charge  

Contact Miranda Bowie, Chairperson, mirandaglbowie@gmail.com, 01707 654893 

Notes  

Topic Bring along a useful resource to show others 

Speaker   

Venue Caldy Valley Church Centre, Caldy Valley Road, Boughton, Chester, CH3 5PR 

Time 7.30 pm 

Charge Members – free. Guests £10, including refreshments 

Contact Anne Stockdale, Secretary, 01244 335819, chesterpatoss@yahoo.co.uk 

Notes This is also a social evening 
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Topic Visual Difficulties and Convergence  

Speaker Fran Goldin, an experienced Orthoptist 

Venue Pinner Methodist Church, Love Lane, HA5 3EE 

Time 8.00 pm 

Charge Free to members Guests: £6.50  

Contact Sharon Drakard, Chairman, 02084291951, sharon.drakard@btinternet.com 

Notes   

Topic To be confirmed 

Speaker   

Venue Caldy Valley Church Centre, Caldy Valley Road, Boughton, Chester, CH3 5PR 

Time 7.30 pm 

Charge Members – free. Guests £10, including refreshments 

Contact Anne Stockdale, Secretary, 01244 335819, chesterpatoss@yahoo.co.uk 

Notes This is also a social evening 

Topic JCQ Exam Access Arrangements, the update for the academic year 2019-2020 

Speaker a National Patoss trainer, SASC authorised  

Venue In Dorchester 

Time   

Charge  

Contact Vicki Angel, vickiangel.swanage@gmail.com 

Notes   
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Reduced price for 
Local Group  

Organised events  

1/2 day = £1100,  
Full day = £1500 
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