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Contact details 

 

If you would like to contact the 
Local Groups Team, email Anni 
Wilton-Jones, Local Group 
Development Officer on:  

patoss_localgroups@yahoo.co.uk  

Or 

patoss.localgroups@gmail.com. 

 

One-to-one contact by 
telephone or, more preferably, 
by Skype— email initially to 
arrange this. 

 

 

Local Focus is published a minimum 

of 3 times per  year in line with the 

academic year:  

Contact: Lynn Greenwold 

news@patoss-dyslexia.org 

LOCALupdate 

LOCAL TEAM ZONE 

AUTUMN 
NEWSLETTER 

Why have a Local Group 

Newsletter? 

The introduction of the PATOSS                 

e-newsletter has enabled PATOSS to 

develop two dedicated publications, 

each with its own purpose. Local Focus, 

the Local Group Newsletter, is designed 

to bring all the Local Group information 

together, in one e-document. For their 

programme planning meetings, Local 

Group committees will now be able to 

open the Newsletter on a computer or to 

print it off as a hard copy, whichever is 

more convenient for them. 

 

 

Although most Groups like to have all the 

information from their Termly Reports 

shown on the PATOSS website, some 

prefer to adapt the information that is 

open to the public. Local Focus will only 

be sent to PATOSS members so, like the 

old printed version of the PATOSS 

Newsletter, it will be a suitable medium 

for the circulation of the full version of 

reports. 

 

Local Focus will also give me, as Local 

Group Development Officer, a place to 

include news and information which may 

be of interest to Local Groups and other 

PATOSS members but not to the world at 

large! Often, the information I include in 

these editorials will have come out of 

correspondence with Local Groups and 

will be something I think is worth sharing. 

Local Groups and PATOSS members are 

also welcome to write to me to suggest 

subjects that they would like me to cover. 

Where relevant, I will include Helpfile 

references so that Local Groups can find 

further details. 

It is, I think, rather appropriate for this 

first issue of Local Focus that the 

following piece came out of a discussion 

on what Local Groups do that makes 

them so important. 

2 Why have a Local Group Newsletter? 

3 What is the most important aspect of Patoss Local Group? 

4 Local Groups Network 

 4 Resources you might like to see 

 5 Formal Groups Programmes & Reports 

18 Proposed Groups and working towards formal status 

19 Dates for you Diary—Calendar of events 
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I think the name says it all. It is the local 

face of PATOSS. Of course, it cannot 

replace PATOSS, the professional body 

but, at a local level, it can be a vital link 

in the chain and it 

provides services that 

are complementary to 

those provided 

by PATOSS. 

 

The section 

headed The Local Groups Network 

lists the aims of a Local Group and you 

can see that in order to fulfil these aims 

the Group will be looking at providing 

for its own members and also at 

working with the local community. It 

will find it easier to meet its aims too if 

it opens it membership to a wide range 

of professionals and other interested 

individuals.      

 

The most obvious service that a Local 

Group provides is Continuing 

Professional Development at a local 

level. In many places CPD is not easy to 

access and travelling times and costs, 

along with the need in many cases to 

arrange accommodation, can make 

getting to nationally-provided trainings 

a real problem. Using a mixture of 

external speakers and others drawn 

from its own membership, a Local 

Group can provide CPD that is relevant 

to Specialist Teachers and also to the 

many other professionals who need to 

know about the same subjects. Nearly 

always, this CPD will meet the non-core 

requirements for renewal of 

Assessment Practising Certificates and 

Teaching Practising Certificates. A 

PATOSS-approved template for an 

Attendance Certificate is available from 

the Local Groups Team. This template 

allows for the inclusion of reflective 

practice notes for when the certificate 

is used as evidence for 

Practising Certificate 

renewal.   

 

The core element of CPD 

for APC/TPC renewal does, 

of course, need to be supplied by SASC-

approved providers. Even here, the 

Local Group can help its members by 

arranging a PATOSS in-house training in 

its local area, perhaps making this a 

combined event with another Group.  

 

A Local Group can spread a knowledge 

of SpLD-related matters in other ways 

besides just through CPD. It can 

circulate information emails to its 

members or contacts for example. This 

information could be from PATOSS or 

other sources or could be compiled by 

the Group itself. Attendees at meetings 

also pick up information that they 

wouldn’t get any other way – because 

they wouldn’t know where to look for it 

or even know they should be looking! 

An example of this could be spreading 

the word about AMBDA-equivalent 

qualifications and APCs. Employers 

frequently seek only individuals with 

AMBA simply because they don’t 

realise that there are other options. At 

a Local Group meeting, there may be 

managers or people who have the ear 

of managers and a discussion about 

SpLD specialist qualifications can have 

more effect on them than an 

announcement at national level, which 

they may never see or hear. 

 

Although most of the meetings that 

Local Groups hold will be of relevance 

to many different professionals, there 

may well be some that would only be 

suitable for those with appropriate 

qualifications. This need not be a 

problem, as an occasional meeting can 

be open only  to a limited range of 

attendees. Another option that some 

Groups use is to have a sub-group for 

assessors, for example, which holds 

additional meetings. As this sub-group 

may be small, it may be able to keep 

costs down by meeting in a member’s 

home (the Group’s Public Liability 

Insurance would need to be checked to 

ensure that this venue would be 

covered). 

 

A Local Group may provide any of a 

number of other services, including 

holding a resource library. With all of 

these services the Group’s local basis 

will be its most important feature, and 

its committee of volunteers will deserve 

the thanks of all its members and of 

PATOSS itself for the sterling work it is 

doing.  

 

 

(Relevant Local Group Helpfile sections: 

Getting people on board, pp35+; 

Criteria for membership, pp36; 

Programme planning, pp136+; Public 

Liability Insurance, pp117+) 

What is the most important aspect of a PATOSS 

Local Group?  

LOCALupdate 



New email address for Patoss 

info@patoss-dyslexia.org 

The PATOSS Local Groups network works with PATOSS, providing complementary services for the benefit of Local Group 
members and local communities.  
  

Local Groups aim to: 

 give professional support to their members 

 provide a forum for members to exchange ideas and information 

 encourage links between teachers and with other professionals working in the field of specific learning difficulties 
promote fuller understanding of specific learning difficulties. 

 

Any individual member of PATOSS, whether Full, Associate, Affiliate, Supporting or Student, is eligible to join a PATOSS Local 
Group. Nearly all Local Groups also welcome any other interested professionals as members and/or as an attendee at 
meetings. Very many Groups also welcome other interested individuals as members and/or as attendees at some or all of their 
meetings. Having a wide range of members and attendees helps Local Groups to fulfil their aims.  
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The Local Groups Network 

RESOURCEinfo 

Free Resources:  
 

Due to retirement many teaching 
materials including worksheets, 
Archway phonic cards, books, games are 
available free of charge  

Please contact on:   01344 451878      

Or email on: lyndalunn8@gmail.com   

(Bracknell, Berkshire) 

Resources to Purchase:  
 

Books - Primary Focus (used but in good condition) 
 

 ‘Fuzzbuzz Letters 1’ by Colin Harris OUP 1982 (64 pp) 

 ‘More Space to Spell’ by Frula Shear 1978 (43pp) 

 ‘Lively Reading Bk 3’ by Leonard Sealey 1973 

 ‘Phonic Builders’ Bks 7,9 & 10 by Carolyn Kain and Judith 
Crichton (33pp each one) 

 

Books – Secondary Focus (used but in good condition) 
 

 Ann Arbor ‘Learning Inventory Manual of tests and 
remediation, level C’ (64pp) + Ann Arbour ‘Student 
Assessment Book Level C’ (22pp) For ages 10-14 yrs  

 ‘Use Your Head’ by Tony Buzan 1989 (155pp) 

 

If you are interested purchasing any of these titles please 
contact Bella Hewes on: b.hewes@hotmail.co.uk  

  Resources you might like to see  

CTOPP2 & Towre 2 

A second hand CTOPP2 test for sale—It is 

virtually brand new at £290 + postage  of 

£5. For further details contact : Jane on 

01722 325083 or email 

elizajanepriest@gmail.com  

mailto:info@patoss-dyslexia.org
mailto:tbfssecretary@gmail.com
mailto:b.hewes@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:elizajanepriest@gmail.com
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Avon 

On 23rd May we had Texthelp come and demonstrate their Read&Write software, which is 
used in schools across the country to support students with read and writing difficulties in 
class, at home and in exams. Neil Parr was knowledgeable in his field as well as other areas 
of education, having taught SpLD students in the past, so all of our questions were 
confidently answered. 
 
On 20th September, Lynda Hansen will have given a presentation on EAL Assessment, 
alongside our AGM. 

 
 
 

Nick Lait on JCQ changes and guidelines for 2016-17 
 
 

 
2017: Brendan Dobrowolny, Licensed NLP4Kids Practitioner, and Empowering 
Learning™ Coach,  on Visual Learning and Spelling 
 

 
We further aim to organise a talk on mental health and SpLDs for the New Year and we 
are also interested in finding a speaker with expertise on ADHD and assessment. 
 
Our meetings begin at 6.00pm at Bath Spa, Newton St. Loe, and we aim to end promptly 
at 7:30pm. 
 
All are welcome to our meetings. We charge £3 for members and £5 for non-members. All 
are sent a Certificate of attendance which can be printed and signed on the day for CPD 
purposes. 
 
 

Barnet & Enfield 
We had a very interesting and informative morning on the 11th June when Joni Holmes 
came to speak to us about Memory Difficulties in the Classroom.  Joni works at the Centre 
for Attention, Memory and Learning at the Medical Research Council in Cambridge.  Her 
talk explained the different types of memory we have and how working memory impacts 
on educational attainment. 

Joni talked about the research that has been done on trying to improve working memory 
and how successful that has been. 

 

 

 

We will be holding a meeting for Assessors on Tuesday 8th November 2016 at 
the Baptist church in Barnet Road Potters Bar starting at 7.30 pm.  Cost £2. 

 

 

In January or February, we have a session on Spelling Strategies with Olive 
Hicknot which will start at 10 am – 12 noon. Venue is Osidge School, Southgate 
N14 5HD. Cost £10 (£12 for non members of National PATOSS). 

Formal Local Groups: Programmes & Reports 

LOCALprogramme 

 

 

AVON 

Status: Formal Group 

Contact Name: Laura Bayntun 

lcbcgeorgebayntun@yahoo.co.uk  

NOV 

30 

JAN 

19 

BARNET &  
ENFIELD 

Status: Formal Group 

Contact Name: Miranda Bowie 

mirandaglbowie@gmail.com 

 

FUTURE EVENTS 

NOV 

8 

TBA 

FUTURE EVENTS 



6  

Belfast 

We will have held a seminar on Developmental Co-ordination Disorder, on 6th October , 
hosted by Northern Ireland Libraries in Lisburn Library. The Speaker will have been Aisling 
Mitchell, Advanced Clinical Specialist Occupational Therapist. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Berkshire 

On 8th June, Jane Kilminster of the Berkshire Sensory Consortium Service gave a 
presentation on Hearing Impairment and its Impact on Literacy – the talk was fascinating 
and thanks to Lynda Lunn for the hosting the event.  

On 22nd June, the Home Tutors' meeting was attended by a small group but there was an 
interesting discussion about reading and writing skills.  Again thanks to Lynda Lunn for 
hosting this daytime event.  

On Tuesday 6th September, Caroline Read from Communicate-Ed will have given a JCQ 
Update 2016/17 via a webinar – we are grateful to Caroline for arranging this.  

 

 

26th October - Start time: 11.00am until 12.30pm. at Lynda Lunn's house, 5 
Enborne Gardens, Bracknell, RG12 2LF.     

Home Tutors' meeting. Please bring along any questions you may have about 
tutoring from home. There will also be an opportunity to discuss concerns or seek advice 
about a particular pupil.  Any new home tutors will be most welcome.   Please let Stephanie 
Christie: stephaniechristie@btinternet.com, or Lynda Lunn: lmglunn@yahoo.co.uk, know if 
you would like to attend.  There is no charge for this meeting.   

 

9th November Start: 7.30 for 7.45 pm (End time: 9.15 pm) – at Lynda Lunn's 
house, 5 Enborne Gardens, Bracknell, RG12 2LF.     

David Morgan from Oxford Learning Solutions will give a presentation about his 
own route with struggling to read as a child and the development of Trainertext – a learn 
to read process over the internet using a mixture of reading materials and games. You can 
access Trainertext in different ways . . . and the underlying causes of reading difficulty for 
individual children - come and listen to a fascinating story and presentation and the road 
to success. Please email Annette Dickens: annettedickens@mail.com, or Lynda Lunn: 
lmglunn@yahoo.co.uk, if you would like to attend – £1 for national members and £5 for 
non-members.  CPD certificates will be issued too.  Come and join us . . . 

 

A questionnaire to Berkshire members has been sent out asking for feedback as to: which 
themes/subjects would be of value, whether day-time or night-time events are preferred 
and suggestions as to future venues.  Please take time to complete it and we can tailor 
events to suit our members . . .  

Berkshire PATOSS now has its own website – www.berkshirepatoss.co.uk – so  please 
begin to use it to keep up to date with our events and any changes to dates etc.  There is 
also a contact page. 

 

 

BELFAST 

BERKSHIRE 

FUTURE EVENTS 

TBA 

FUTURE EVENTS 

Status:  Formal Group 

Contact Name: Gerardine Leonard 

patoss.belfast@gmail.com  

Status: Formal Group 

Contact Name: Anne Lloyd 

annelloydc@ntlworld.com 

www.berkshirepattoss.co.uk 

OCT 

26 

NOV 

9 

LOCALprogramme 
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Birmingham & South Warwickshire 
 

We held another successful summer conference at Solihull College with four workshops.  
Julie Palmer gave an informative and ‘hands on’ talk about the importance of handwriting 
and how to remediate any difficulties.   

Karisa Krcmar spoke about executive function and how this would help a dyslexic student 
and she also demonstrated mindfulness and showed how this could help a student to 
become more focussed.  

Graham Tranter from Student Finance England talked about the new regulations and 
Adam Pearce gave a hands on demonstration on the Notetalker app and attendees were 
able to take this away free.  A representative from Pearson was on hand all day to explain 
new assessments and enable attendees to purchase or just browse.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brent 
 

Our last workshop was given by Tracey Allen on Litigation in the New SEN Regime.  This 
was well attended and was listened to with great interest as Tracey included a 
consideration of school admission, concessions in exams and the Equality Act.  It was 
thought by one and all to be of great merit and very useful indeed to all there. 

 

Members and visitors come to us from the boroughs of Camden and Westminster as well 
as Kensington and Chelsea.  All are welcome, so if you’re interested, do contact us.  
Admission: £7.00.  We hold one  Committee meeting and one presentation a term.  New 
members for our Committee are always welcome. 

 

On 19th October 2016 Irene, one of our own, will have given a talk on the ‘Strategies in the 
Classroom’. This will cover: myths about working and learning;  how to use the strengths 
of verbal and visual thinking;  colour and space in teaching and learning;  different ways to 
explore learning for independent thinking.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TBA 

FUTURE EVENTS 

BRENT 

Status: Formal Group 

Contact Name: Irene Kyffin 

General: brentpatoss@gmail.com 

Meetings: irene_kyffin@hotmail.com 

 

Status: Formal Group 

Contact Name: Jenny Scott 

jennyscott51@googlemail.com 

BIRMINGAHM & 
SOUTH  

WARWICKSHIRE 

TBA 

FUTURE EVENTS 

LOCALprogramme 
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Brighton & East Sussex 
 

Our group has undergone a name change – we are now Brighton and East Sussex PATOSS. 
We have created a website where you can find news of our events and from this sign up to 
our regular mailing list which also links to Eventbrite so that you book directly online for 
upcoming events:  http://bespatoss.org.uk (national members receive a discount).  

The website has been very well received and has made our communication with our 
members much easier.  

On 24th September, Brighton and East Sussex PATOSS will have held a study morning led 
by Caroline Bateman of ‘Achieve Now.’ Caroline is an IT and AT specialist who led an 
interesting seminar at one of our study days, so we asked her to come back and lead a 
session entitled: ‘Assistive Technologies and IT for learners with dyslexia’ focussing on 
students in Secondary/FE/HE.   

 

 

 

We are currently planning our future programme. Dates, times and cost will be 
on our website nearer the time at www.bespatoss.org.uk were you can also 
book a place. 

 

 

 

Bucks 
 

We hold a CPD meeting every term. Our last meeting was in May 2016. 

 

 

 

 

We are in the process of finalising dates and speakers. Please contact us for 
more details and for members please watch your emails for flyers. 

 

 

 

 

Date: tbc. Venue: Great Missenden. 

 

All events will be held at:   

Great Missenden C of E Combined School 

Church Street, Great Missenden, Buckinghamshire, HP16 0AZ  

TBA 

FUTURE EVENTS 

BUCKS 

BRIGHTON &  
EAST SUSSEX 

TBA 

FUTURE EVENTS 

Status: Formal Group 

membershirp@bespatoss.org.uk 

Events: events@bespatoss.org.uk 

www.bespatoss.org.uk 

Status: Formal Group 

Contact Name(Chair):  Kate King  

Email:  king@cotmorewells.com 

Email: patossb@gmail.com 

Telephone: 07801 219121 

LOCALprogramme 
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Chester & District 
On 23rd June, Chester PATOSS held a social and networking evening. This provided an 
informal opportunity to swap resources and ideas with other members. It was much 
appreciated, as were the refreshments on such a very hot evening. 

On 29th September, there will have been a talk by Lynn Wakefield on Irlen’s syndrome, 
which often goes hand in hand with dyslexia. 

All our meetings are well attended by about 20 people.  The bonus of regular meetings is 
the opportunity to meet with others doing like-minded work.  It definitely lessens the 
sense of isolation some may have.  Sitting around tables has enabled much discussion and 
helped members to get together. 

Some new testing resources are in the process of purchase.  These are for loan to 
members only. 

 

 
24th November  AGM and a talk from Mark Thurston, an adult with Dyslexia and 
how IT helps him in studying and in his daily life 

 

26th January 2017 ‘Memory tricks and Revision techniques: A little goes a long 
way’ Sarah Guest 

 
 

15th June 2017 Resources and Refreshment as the Academic year comes to a 
close 
 

 

 

 

 

Devon 
Sad Loss 

It is with sadness that we pass on the news that an original member of Devon PATOSS 
recently passed away. Catharine Hennessy was a superb maths teacher who made maths 
fun!  For smaller children she made maths visual using play mobile people who would 
explain addition and subtraction by getting in and out of a boat to get across a river.  

The first Devon PATOSS meeting was held in her house – the upstairs sitting room fit to 
bursting, such was the interest and need for a dyslexia organisation in the region.  Fired 
up and full of inspired ideas she led for the first few years – passionate that maths should 
be just as prioritised as literacy. 

A kind, caring and intelligent lady, we will miss her presence greatly. 

Obituary by Claire Staveley 

 

 

 
On 6th July, we held our AGM, followed by a viewing of a DVD. 

 

 

FUTURE EVENTS 

DEVON 

CHESTER & 
DISTRICT 

TBA 

FUTURE EVENTS 

Status: Formal Group 

Contact Name: Anne Stockdale  

Email: chesterpatoss@yahoo.co.uk 

Telephone: 01244 335819 

Status: Formal Group 

Contact Name : Ana Pryce 

Email:  top_pryce@hotmail.com 

Telephone: 01392 877687 

NOV 

24 

JAN 

26 

JUN 

15 

TBA 

LOCALprogramme 
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Dorset (West)  
A Group meeting on 5th July 2016 was addressed by Jane Reeves, a Paediatric Occupational 
Therapist, whose presentation was well received by the participating members. Jane’s 
main aim was to convey the importance of understanding sensory differences in children, 
provide some ‘First Aid’ tips and suggest strategies for managing specific behaviours. The 
group committee met on 22nd August and discussed the AGM and a further proposed group 
meeting for November or early December. 

 
The Autumn AGM 2016 meeting will have been on 11th October at 7.00pm at which it is 
planned to discuss Access Arrangements updates, Neurodiversity training, the Adult 
Reading Test 2 (ART2) and receive feedback from a training session on Tests, Statistics and 
their Interpretation.  

 

 

It is planned to invite a Consultant specializing in the diagnosis and treatment of 
ADHD to a meeting in November. Further details regarding date and location 
can be obtained by contacting Vicki Angel: vickiangel.swanage@gmail.com  

 
 

The Dorset PATOSS Group is a small, friendly supportive group that meet in members’ 
houses and other venues, about four times per year, in Dorchester and East Dorset.  The 
majority of our meetings are of the mutual support nature, with volunteer members 
leading discussion on specific areas of interest, but we also have some with invited 
speakers. We also support local members with access to resources and testing materials 
which can be loaned out through our library. Each year we hold a summer working/social 
event – usually an evening meal in a village pub.   

Membership of our group is free. We ask only that you contribute £1 towards coffee/tea 
and biscuits.  Contact Vicki Angel for further details. 

 

 

East Anglia 
 

On 16th May, Neil Mackay, internationally renowned independent consultant and trainer, 
presented his ‘Total Teaching’ philosophy, imparting his practical and inclusive ideas for 
teachers in mainstream classes.  He covered his ‘notice and adjust’ strategies for 
classroom action, in order to help individuals without always needing to give individual 
help, as well as his approach to SEN labels.  The evening was fast paced and engaging 
throughout, and it was a privilege to experience his methods and strategies first hand.   

 

 

 

Our next event is on Saturday 5th November from 9.30-12.30 p.m.  After our 
AGM, we look forward to welcoming Dr Angela Webb from the Handwriting 
Association.  

 

Events listed will be held at the Perse Preparatory School, Cambridge CB2 8EX.  Evening 
events start at 6.30 pm and finish at or by 9.00 pm, and attendance is free to members, 
and non-members will be charged £5.00.  To book a place on any of these meetings, 
please email: iis.cooper@ntlworld.com  

FUTURE EVENTS 

FUTURE EVENTS 

NOV 

TBA 

Status: Formal Group 

Contact Name: Karen Thornton 

Email:  kthornton@camre.ac.uk 

Telephone: 01223 722686 

EAST  
ANGLIA 

TBA 

Status: Formal Group 

Contact Name: Vicki Angel  

vickiangel.swanage@gmail.com 

 

DORSET 
(WEST) 

LOCALprogramme 
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East of East Anglia 
No Current report  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gloucestershire 
 

On 16th June, Sue Davies, an Associate Member of the Association of Coaching, active 
member of the Gloucestershire CIPD Coaching Network and Co-Director for Charlton 
Associates based in Cheltenham, guided members through an enlightening session on 
Reflective Practice. Sue not only provided information on how to improve our own 
performance as professionals but also ways to support students in their individual 
reflective practice. Sue engaged well with the audience and gave the theoretical 
background throughout the talk. The event was kindly hosted by Alderman Knight School, 
Tewkesbury. 

 
On 15th  September Nick Lait, Senior Examinations and Committee Manager at the Joint 
Council for Qualifications (JCQ), will have given a talk entitled Update about Access 
Arrangements for Students: Key Stage 4. 

 

 

2016 AGM  Speaker: Malcolm Litten – B.D.A. New Technologies Committee 
member and author. Topic: Assistive Technology to Support Literacy Skills: Every 
Learner’s Entitlement. Venue: The Crypt School, Podsmead Road, Gloucester, GL2 
5AE. 

 
2017 Film:  The Big Picture: Rethinking Dyslexia, directed by James Redford. 

The evening will also provide a chance to network with colleagues and enjoy 
drinks, cake and popcorn! Venue: Uckington Village Hall, The Green, Uckington, 

Cheltenham, GL51 9SL.  
 

 
2017 Speaker: Fintan O’Regan – One of the leading behaviour and learning 
specialists in the UK, currently an SEN and Behaviour Consultant for the Schools 
Network.  Topic: Classroom Strategies and Managing Student Behaviour. Venue:  
Alderman Knight School, Ashchurch Road, Tewkesbury, GL20 8JJ. 

 

Event costs 2016 — Local PATOSS Gloucestershire Members £4, National Members £7, 
Visitors £9.  

For further details and to book a place at any of our events please contact 
patossglosevents@yahoo.co.uk   
 

Our events are held across the regions of the Cheltenham, Gloucester, Stroud and 
Tewkesbury. Newcomers are always welcome to our very well supported, active group. To 
keep up to date with current locations, times and activities, please view our own website: 
www.patoss-glos.wix.com/patoss 

We are pleased to offer delegates CPD certificates for their attendance at Local 

FUTURE EVENTS 

FUTURE EVENTS 

TBA 

EAST OF 
EAST ANGLIA 

Status: Formal Group 

Contact Name:  Jennie Price 

jenniecameronprice@gmail.com 

EEAPatoss@gmail.com 

 

 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE 

Status: Formal Group 

Contact Name: Monica Lock 

patossglosevents@yahoo.co.uk 

www.patoss-glos.wix.com/patoss 

NOV 

17 

FEB 

23 

APR 

26 

LOCALprogramme 
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Hampshire (Basingstoke) 
 
At the last meeting Jack Churchill gave a very interesting and user-friendly talk about 
Reading Pens, E-Pens and Mobile Scanners. We all had the opportunity to try out the most 
up-to-date version of the reading pens and also learned about future developments.  

 
We are still looking for at least one new committee member to keep our group viable. 
There is just one committee meeting and one presentation per term. If you would like 
more information please contact us at patossbasingstoke@hotmail.com or talk to us at 
the next meeting in June. 

 

 

 

16th November at 4.30pm, Dr. Tandi Klausen-May will be giving a talk titled 
‘Tackling Difficulties with Mathematics – A Practical Approach’.  

 
 
 
The cost to attend is: £4 for National PATOSS members and TAs, LSAs and students on 
SpLD courses, and £6 for others. Complimentary tea, coffee and biscuits are available 
from 4.00pm. Resources to hire can be viewed and blank playing cards are for sale. 

 
The venue for all events is St. Mary’s Church Centre, Goat Lane, Eastrop, Basingstoke 
RG21 7PZ. Junction 6 off the M3 

 

 

 

 

Harrow 
 

On 15th June, Bob Hext of Crossbow Games ran a workshop on Visual Dyslexia. 

  

On 8th September at 8.00pm, Janet Gothelf will have given a presentation on ASD, with 
the help of some autistic adults.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FUTURE EVENTS 

FUTURE EVENTS 

Status: Formal Group 

patossbasingstoke@hotmail.com 

 

 

HAMPSHIRE 
(BASINGSTOKE) 

Status: Formal Group 

Contact Name: Sharon Drakard 

Sharon.drakard@btinternet.com 

Telephone: 020 8429 1951 

HARROW 

NOV 

16 

TBA 

LOCALprogramme 



13 

 

 

LINCOLNSHIRE & 
SOUTH  

HUMBERSIDE 

Status: Formal Group 

Contact Name: Madeleine Rogers 

madeleinerogers@btinternet.com 

Telephone: 01472 841614 

 

 

Status: Formal Group 

Contact Name: Jo Spir 

Email: jlspir@aol.com 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 

Lincolnshire & South Humberside 

On 30th June at North Lindsey College, Mrs Christine Handsley, an experienced Speech and 
Language Therapist,  delivered an excellent presentation on 'Supporting Children who 
Stammer in School'.  She discussed what can trigger stammering and the solutions to 
create a stammer friendly classroom environment.  This was an excellent presentation and 
a rare opportunity to hear from a Speech and Language Expert. 

 

2nd November AGM at the North Lindsey College, Scunthorpe, the Annual AGM 
and Autumn Meeting will take place starting at 6.00—8.30pm. 

We are very pleased to announce Mrs Joanna Jeffery MBE, MA(Ed), AMBDA, 
from Read Successfully Ltd. will be running two themed workshops that evening for 
primary and secondary schools.  Firstly, 'Supporting Phonics and Making it Fun – for 
Parents and Teachers whilst Improving Children's Reading Skills'. This session includes the 
playing of games, called TRUGS, to ensure that learning to read is successful, and yet 
hugely engaging, and a fun process.  The second workshop is entitled 'Every Teacher a 
Teacher of Literacy – Raising Standards across the Curriculum – for Teachers'.   

This session looks at why and how every teacher can raise the literacy levels of each and 
every student in class – both Secondary and Primary.  If students’ literacy levels are low 
they need personalised support from subject teachers which is differentiated.  This must be 
easy and successful for staff to produce.  This session will look at RS LITERACY, a 
programme accessed via the internet and linked to SIMS, for every subject teacher.  It is 
every student’s right to progress with their literacy skills and succeed. 

Secondly, SEN Marketing will be providing a comprehension range of resources on their 
stall for primary and secondary teachers in English and Maths.  If there are specific 
requests for certain types of resources, please let me know and I will pass these requests 
on. 

Entrance Fees: £5.00 professionals and people working within children and adults with 
special needs, PATOSS National Members & Local Group Members £2.00.   Free 
refreshments will be provided during the AGM. 

Next meeting:  March 2017 at North Lindsey College, Scunthorpe.  'Iansyst' the 
Assistive Technologies company will present and provide introductory training on 
a range of their latest software to support SEND children and adults in education.  
This will be a practical session and more details will follow. 

We are also in negotiation with CAMHS in Lincolnshire for them to present on supporting 
children in primary and secondary education with mental health issues.  More details will 
follow. 

Northamptonshire 
In June Richard Buxton from TTS introduced us to a range of multisensory resources 
designed to support dyslexia, with a growing focus on supporting children’s social, mental 
and emotional health.     

 

 
2017: Claire Shelley will be talking to us about Dyslexia and  Numeracy. 

 
On 25 April 2017 Jackie Harber from Iansyst will be doing a session on assistive 
technology. 

 

Both events will be held between 5.30—8.00pm in the School of Education at University of 
Northampton Park Campus. Contact Jo Spir: jlspir@aol.com for more details and to book a 
place.    

FUTURE EVENTS 

FUTURE EVENTS 

NOV 

2 

JAN 

24 

MAR 

 

APR

25 
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North East 

The Dyslexia Debate: On the 18th June, Professor Julian Elliott came to NE PATOSS to talk 
about the dyslexia debate. His talk and opinions were very interesting and resulted in the 
group having quite a debate about what dyslexia actually was. Many of the people at the 
course commented they teach and continue to teach all children who have a reading/
literacy difficulty; and this Professor Julian Elliott agreed was the way it should be. 

Professor Julian Elliott stated that IQ tests had been used to establish whether a person 
was dyslexic or not and he stated IQ tests were of no value at all in determining whether a 
person has or does not have dyslexia. Similarly he talked about parents spending a lot of 
money for a 'dyslexic diagnosis'. In his opinion this is a waste of money. He briefly 
discussed coloured overlays, which he explained have no scientific validity and in his 
opinion until someone like Stein can give him some concrete evidence that coloured 
overlays make a significant difference to people with reading difficulties he will put the 
success down to a placebo effect. 

In summary Julian Elliott stated that all children with reading difficulties should get help 
and support. There is no difference between teaching a child with a reading difficulty and 
teaching a dyslexic pupil. However, the pupils who have a reading difficulty will make 
progress with an evidence based intervention and the dyslexic pupils will make little to no 
progress; and this in Julian Elliott's view will distinguish the poor readers from the dyslexic 
pupils. 

On 8th October, Elizabeth Scott will have talked to the group about creating a resilient 
classroom. In a practical session, she will have shown the group how to improve the 
emotional intelligence and resilience of children. The techniques can be transferred into 
the classroom immediately.  

 
 

11th February 2017 at 9:30 for 10:00 am. Ben Brownly and Steve Stephens will 
talk about apps for fun, learning and organisation that are useful for pupils at The 
Lecture Theatre Durham School DH1 4SZ. 

 

 

North Herts - Mid Beds 
Our June meeting was very well attended as it covered a highly topical issue. We were 
pleased to welcome the Clinical Psychologist Leah Brennan who works for both the NHS 
and in private practice. She talked with us about the Mental Health issues faced by many 
of our students with a particular focus on how to recognise the signs of depression as 
opposed to anxiety. She also shared advice and strategies that teachers and tutors could 
use to support students alongside seeking medical support. 

 
There will have been a meeting on 16th October, when Jane Dupree from Brainwaves 
Education will have talked about supporting learners with their study skills. She has co-
authored Dyslexia Friendly Practice in the Secondary Classroom and Help Students 
Improve Their Study Skills. More information to follow. 

 

 
 

 

 

The usual rates are £2 for North Herts–Mid Beds PATOSS members and £6 for guests. 

Events will be at the usual location of Mrs Howard Memorial Hall, Norton Way South, 
Letchworth, Herts. SG6 1NX 

FUTURE EVENTS 

FUTURE EVENTS 

FEB 

11 

TBA 

NORTH EAST 

Status: Formal Group 

Email: nepatoss@gmail.com 

 

 

NORTH HERTS 
MID BEDS 

Status: Formal Group 

Contact Name: Kevin Smith 

Email: jKws1664@gmail.com 

LOCALprogramme 
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Nottinghamshire 
 

On 16th June, we enjoyed a thorough and very accessible talk on ‘The Whats, Whys and 
Hows of Working Memory’ given by Dr. Sarah Couzens.  The talk covered key aspects such 
as 'What is working memory?', 'Why it is so important to us?' and 'How it can be assessed, 
supported and improved?'.  Her delivery was accessible and based on her research and 
work with children.  Her strap line of 'The Brain's Post-It Note' was a very useful aid to 
understanding this widespread and complex topic.   

 
 
 

 
The next event is Alison Sharrock on ‘What is Dyscalculia? How to identify it. 
Formal and informal.’ Monday, 31st October at Vision West Nottinghamshire 
College, Mansfield.  Doors open 630pm for a prompt 7.00pm start.  

 

 

Cost: Free for members of PATOSS Nottinghamshire, £5 for other national PATOSS 
members, £7 for non-members. To book a place please email 
patossnottinghamshire@gmail.com.  

 

 

 

 

 Shropshire Oswestry & North Shropshire 
 

We opened the new academic year in September with an extremely interesting talk on 
Dyscalculia from Alison Shorrock, specialist teacher and assessor of dyscalculia and maths 
difficulties. Alison explored current definitions, gave advice about how to assess for 
dyscalculia as well as discussing practical tips for teachers. 

 
 
 

8th November, Carolyn Hughes of Pearson Clinical Assessment will bring along a 
selection of tests for us to look at and will answer questions. These will include 
the new version of the Adult Reading Test, ART 2. NB: This will be offered as a 
free session, there will be no charge for the evening. Please pass on any 
requests for tests to be brought along to the meeting to the secretary, Janet – 
janet.barlow@talk21.com  

 
The AGM will follow the meeting. 

Venue: Oswestry Cricket Club, Morda Road, Oswestry, SY11 2AY, 7:00 for prompt 7:30 pm 
start. 

 
 

Our Spring meeting will be a talk given jointly by Sarah Davys-Jones, Occupational 
Therapist and Sensory Integration Specialist, and Lucy Shortt, Speech and Language 
Therapist,  entitled ‘Supporting a Robust and Meaningful Communication System, for life-
long learning’. Date and cost to be confirmed. 

FUTURE EVENTS 

FUTURE EVENTS 

OCT 

31 

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 

Status: Formal Group 

patossnottinghamshire@gmail.com 

www.patossnotts.org.uk 

 

 

SHROPSHIRE 
OSWESTRY & NORTH 

SHROPSHIRE 

Status: Formal Group 

Contact Name: Janet Barlow 

janet.barlow@talk21.com 

NOV 

8 

LOCALprogramme 

mailto:patossnottinghamshire@gmail.com
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 Somerset 
 

No current report received. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

South Hampshire 
 

Our summer meeting and AGM was held at Upper Shirley High School in Southampton.    

Anita Bradshaw, SENCO at Upper Shirley High, gave an excellent presentation entitled, ‘A 
Sensible Approach to Autism’ based on her extensive experience of working with young 
people with autism and shared her knowledge of Sensory Processing Disorder.   

There was something for everyone to learn from the presentation.  Phil Roseblade 
stepped down as chair of the group after holding the post for a good number of years.  
Dave Clark and Kate Stone are going to share the post of chair over the next year. We are 
very keen to recruit new members to our committee to avoid having to consider closing 
the group.  If you are interested, please contact us. 

 

 
 

 

 
 
We have yet to confirm the theme and venue for our next meeting.  We will send 
information to all those on our mailing list very soon.  

If you would like to join our mailing list please email: southhantspatoss@hotmail.co.uk. 

 

 

 

South Wales / De Cymru 

 
This Group is currently dormant. If you can help by taking on a committee role, please 
contact Pam on the email address above. 

 

 

 

 

FUTURE EVENTS 

FUTURE EVENTS 

TBA 

TBA 

Status: Formal Group 

Contact Name: Emma Jane 
Padamadan 

Telephone: 07552373337 

SOUTH  
HAMPSHIRE 

Status: Formal Group 

southhantspatoss@hotmail.co.uk 

SOMERSET 

SOUTH WALES 
DE CYMRU 

Status: Formal Group (Dormant) 

Pamcspence@googlemail.com 

FUTURE EVENTS 

TBA 

LOCALprogramme 
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Surrey 
 
No current report received. 

 
 

 
 

Currently being planned. 

 
 

 
 
There is no charge for National Members of PATOSS to join Surrey Local PATOSS Group. It 
is still £9 a year for those wishing to join Surrey who are not National Members. Surrey 
Local PATOSS Group has a well equipped Test Resources library, from which our members 
can borrow, depending on their qualifications.  

For a membership form please email: patosssurrey@gmail.com. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 West Sussex 
 

 
We have had a summer break and we are looking forward to the meetings in this academic 
year. On 20th October, there will have been a meeting at Bishop Luffa School commencing 
6.30pm entitled “Dyslexia and Technology – Phones and Tablets and all Things Techie”.  

An informative talk and hands on session with sharing of ideas and networking at the end. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Refreshments are available and a chance to network and chat. Come along and bring a 
friend, colleagues or interested parent. You will be made very welcome. 

Members = Free.  Non members = £5 

FUTURE EVENTS 

FUTURE EVENTS 

OCT 

31 

NOV 

8 

SURREY 

Status: Formal Group 

Contact Name: Tina O’Regan 

patossssurrey@gmail.com 

 

 

WEST SUSSEX 

Status: Formal Group 

Contact: Mrs B J Vernon 

avernon@tiscali.co.uk 

Telephone: 01403 820536  

Mobile: 07749187028 

LOCALprogramme 
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West Yorkshire 
 
This year Yorkshire Dyslexia (Sarah Patel and Vicky Ringer) has taken over the running of 
the local PATOSS group in West Yorkshire.  We are based at the same location as Mary 
Howard had—the 3D Centre in Halifax.  We held a meeting in June and will have held a 
meeting on  21st September focusing on dyspraxia. 

 

 

12th January 2017 at 7.30pm New Members and New Resources.  An evening 
inviting people to become new PATOSS members. Visitors will talk about new 
resources and members are welcome to share tips regarding their most-used 
resources, at Yorkshire Dyslexia in Halifax contact us via email  

                  info@yorkshiredyslexia.co.uk  
 

£10 to become a member of the local West Yorkshire PATOSS group 

 

Proposed Groups 

FUTURE EVENTS 

JAN 

12 

WEST  
YORKSHIRE  

Status: Formal Group 

Contact: Tina O’Regan 

patossssurrey@gmail.com 

 

 

PROPOSED 
GROUPS 

The following areas have proposal to set up a  Group. If you are interested in joining up or 

in helping to set them up, please write to the proposer at the email addresses shown. 

Cornwall: Strattontutors@yahoo.co.uk 

North Devon: Kim Smith, kimdonesia25@hotmail.com 

North Yorkshire: Mandy-Jayne Lace: mandyjayne.lace@gmail.com  

South Yorkshire: mark.hurdus@sheffcol.ac.uk or e.machin@sheffield.ac.uk 

Wiltshire : alisonszalay@hotmail.com 

Greater Manchester: Marilyn Jones; marilynjonline@gmail.com; 0161 670 1767 

 The proposed new Manchester / South Cheshire Local Group 
plan to hold meetings  in different venues in the area. Anyone 
who has an interest in SpLD will be welcome to join. Please     
contact Marilyn Jones, for more information. 

Lancashire:  Paul Graham: paul@literacysolutions.co.uk, Office Manager,  

Literacy Solutions, 3 Squire Road, Nelson, Lancashire, BB9 0NS  

 Although this Group is not able, at the moment, to move         
forward, interested individuals are asked to contact the above 
address. 

Scotland: Local Groups Team 

 There are currently no Groups in Scotland. If anyone would be 
interested in setting one up, please contact the Local Groups 
Team.  

Staffordshire : georginahsmith@hotmail.com 

 Although Georgina is not able, at the moment, to move forward 
with setting this Group up, she is currently collecting the names 
and contact details of individuals who would like to be part of it. 

LOCALprogramme 
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Dates for the Diary 

October 2016 

26th (WED) Berkshire Local Group 

Topic  Home Tutors’ Meeting 

Venue Linda Lunn’s House 

Time  11.00am 

Contact Stephanie Christie: stephaniechristie@btinternet.com, or Lynda Lunn: lmglunn@yahoo.co.uk 

31st (MON) Nottinghamshire Local Group 

Topic  What is Dyscalculia? How to identify it: Formal and informal. 

Speaker Alison Sharrock 

Venue Vision West Nottinghamshire College, Mansfield 

Time  6.30pm for 7.00pm start 

Contact patossnottinghamshire@gmail.com 

November 2016 

2nd (WED) Lincolnshire Local Group 

Speaker Mrs Joanna Jeffery MBE, MA(Ed), AMBDA 

Venue North Lindsey College, Scunthorpe 

Time  6.00pm 

Subject 
Two workshops: Supporting Phonics and Making it Fun – for Parents and Teachers whilst Improving 
Children's Reading Skills – including using Truggs reading learning game; Every Teacher a Teacher 
of Literacy – Raising Standards across the Curriculum – for Teachers. Also short AGM. 

Contact Madeleine Rogers: madeleinerogers@btinternet.com, 01472 841614 

5th (SAT) East Anglia Local Groups 

Speaker Dr Angela Webb from Handwriting Association. Also AGM. 

Venue Perse Preparatory School in Cambridge CB2 8EX 

Time  9.30am 

Contact iis.cooper@ntlworld.com 



November 2016 

8th (TUE) Barnet & Enfield Local Group  

Topic  Assessors’ Group Meeting 

Venue Baptist church in Barnet Road Potters Bar 

Time  7.30pm 

Contact Miranda Bowie: mirandaglbowie@gmail.com, 01707 654893 

8th (TUE) Shropshire Local Group 

Speaker Carolyn Hughes of Pearson Clinical Assessment 

Venue Oswestry Cricket Club, Morda Road, Oswestry, SY11 2AY 

Time  7.00pm for 7.30pm prompt 

Subject A selection of tests to be viewed and questions answered. Tests will include the new version of the 

Contact All enquiries – Janet Barlow: janet.barlow@talk21.com 

9th (WED) Berkshire Local Group 

Speaker David Morgan from Oxford Learning Solutions 

Venue Linda Lunn’s house 

Time  7.30pm for 7.45pm start 

Subject 
A presentation about his own route with struggling to read as a child and the development of Trainer-
text – a learn to read process over the internet using a mixture of reading materials and games. 

Contact Annette Dickens: annettedickens@mail.com, or Lynda Lunn: lmglunn@yahoo.co.uk 

16th (WED) Basingstoke– Hampshire Local Group 

Topic  Tackling Difficulties with Mathematics – A Practical Approach 

Speaker Dr. Tandi Klausen-May 

Venue St. Mary’s Church Centre, Goat Lane, Eastrop, Basingstoke RG21 7PZ. Junction 6 of the M3 

Time  4.30pm 

Contact patossbasingstoke@hotmail.com 

17th (THU) Gloucestershire Local Group 

Topic  Assistive Technology to Support Literacy Skills: Every Learner’s Entitlement. Also AGM. 

Speaker Malcolm Litten – B.D.A. New Technologies Committee member and author 

Venue The Crypt School, Podsmead Road, Gloucester, GL2 5AE 

Contact patossglosevents@yahoo.co.uk 
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Dates for the Diary 



November 2016 

25th (FRI) Chester & District Local Group 

Topic  How IT helps him in studying and in his daily life 

Speaker Mark Thurston, an adult with Dyslexia 

Contact Anne Stockdale: chesterpatoss@yahoo.co.uk, 01244 335819 

30th (WED) Avon Local Group 

Topic  JCQ changes and guidelines for 2016-17 

Speaker Nick Lait 

Venue Bath Spa, Newton St. Loe 

Time  6.00pm 

Contact Laura Bayntun-Coward: lcbcgeorgebayntun@yahoo.co.uk 

21 LOCALdiary 

Dates for the Diary 

January 2017 

21st (SAT) West Yorkshire Local Group 

Venue Yorkshire Dyslexia, Halifax 

Time  7.30pm 

Subject 
New Members and New Resources.  An evening inviting people to become new PATOSS members. 
Visitors will talk about new resources and members are welcome to share tips regarding their 
most-used resources. 

Contact info@yorkshiredyslexia.co.uk 

19th (THU) Avon Local Group 

Topic  Visual Learning and Spelling 

Speaker Brendan Dobrowolny, Licensed NLP4Kids Practitioner, and Empowering Learning™ Coach 

Venue Bath Spa, Newton St. Loe 

Time  6.00pm 

Contact Laura Bayntun-Coward: lcbcgeorgebayntun@yahoo.co.uk 



January 2017 

24th (TUE) Nottinghamshire Local Group 

Topic  Dyslexia and Numeracy 

Speaker Claire Shelley 

Venue School of Education at University of Northampton Park Campus 

Time  5.30pm 

Contact Jo Spir: jlspir@aol.com 

26th (THU) Chester & District Local Group 

Topic  Memory tricks and Revision techniques: A little goes a long way 

Speaker Sarah Guest 

Contact Anne Stockdale: chesterpatoss@yahoo.co.uk, 01244 335819 

February 2017 

11th (SAT) West Yorkshire Local Group 

Topic  Apps for fun, learning and organisation that are useful for pupils 

Speaker Ben Brownly & Steve Stephens 

Venue The Lecture Theatre Durham School, DH1 4SZ 

Time  9.30am for 10.00am 

Contact nepatoss@gmail.com 

23rd (THU) Gloucestershire Local Group 

Topic  Film:  The Big Picture: Rethinking Dyslexia, directed by James Redford 

Venue 
Uckington Village Hall, The Green, Uckington, Cheltenham, GL51 9SL patossglose-
vents@yahoo.co.uk 
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Dates for the Diary 



April  2017 

23rd (SAT) Gloucestershire Local Group 

Speaker 
Fintan O’Regan – One of the leading behaviour and learning specialists in the UK, currently an SEN 
and Behaviour Consultant for the Schools Network 

Subject 
Classroom Strategies and Managing Student Behaviour :Uckington Village Hall, The Green, Alder-
man Knight School, Ashchurch Road, Tewkesbury, GL20 8JJ patossglosevents@yahoo.co.uk 

June 2017 

15th (THU) Chester & District Local Group 

Subject 
Resources and Refreshment as the Academic year comes to a close. Revision techniques: A little 
goes a long way 

Contact Anne Stockdale, 01244 335819, chesterpatoss@yahoo.co.uk 

February 2017 

24th (THU) Northamptonshire Local Group 

Topic  Assistive Technology 

Speaker Jackie Harber from Iansyst 

Venue School of Education at University of Northampton Park Campus 

Time  5.30pm 

Contact Jo Spir: jlspir@aol.com 
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South Kensington 

Conference 2017 
SATURDAY 25TH MARCH 


