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Request for support with an academic research study into the use of Speech Recognition Software in 

mainstream secondary schools – brief preparatory information sheet.  

 

I’m struggling to find SENCO research participants – please can anyone spare me some time for an 

interview?  Or do you know a SENCO who has experience of using Speech Recognition Software with 

secondary students, and might be willing to take part? I would be so grateful for your help. 

 

Who am I? 

As well as working part-time as a specialist teacher and access arrangement assessor in mainstream secondary 

education in a local school, I am a full PATOSS member, and part-time doctoral research student with the 

Institute of Education at the University of Reading.  I am writing to give information about my PhD research 

into using Speech Recognition Software (SRS) with students with Special Educational Needs and Disability 

(SEND) in mainstream secondary schools with significant writing difficulties. I am interested in all aspects of 

scribing support in school, and what it means for members of the school community, especially the pupils and 

Special Educational Needs Coordinators.  

  

What is the study?  

Speech Recognition Software has potential as an assistive technology, but so far evidence on its use is mixed. 

My study is a three-phase mixed-methods design: Phase 1 ethnographic case study; Phase 2 a survey of Special 

Educational Needs Coordinators (SENCOs); Phase 3 one-to-one qualitative interviews with SENCOs. Phase 1 

and Phase 2 of the research have been completed. I would like to follow up data collected from the first two 

Phases, and explore further how pupils respond to the software, and the advantages and disadvantages of SRS 

use. The JCQ are actively promoting the use of computer software as an access arrangement, and research to 

further our understanding in this area is important. 

 

What would participation involve? 

I am hoping to carry out a small number of 1-1 interviews over the phone or online, lasting 

between thirty minutes and an hour. The data would be transcribed securely by a carefully sourced 

transcription service, and full details of all ethical safeguards will be provided, to ensure confidentiality and 

informed consent before the research takes place.  

 

Contact details 

If you would be interested in finding out more about this research, with no obligation for further 

involvement, please email me: anne.house@pgr.reading.ac.uk   

 

Thank you very much indeed for reading this. I do know how busy you all are. 
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